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CCP warns sugar mills against price manipulation

After repeated failures of the federal and provincial governments to provide sugar at the stipulated rate of Rs130 per kilogram, the
Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) too has entered the scenario with a warning to the sugar mills.

Contrary to the rates announced by the prime minister, and several attempts by the government to maintain retail sales at Rs130
per kg, sugar prices in the markets continue to soar above Rs180 per kg in various markets across the country.

Sugar consumption is forecast to increase slightly to 6.7 million tonnes as it has continuously grown due to population growth and
demand from the food processing sector.

During the last season, Pakistan produced more than 6.84m tonnes of sugar, which is expected to rise in 2024-25.
Govt fails to ensure sweetener sells at Rs130 per kg

With an undue increase of Rs30 per kg in the retail price, the additional profit for the supply chain would be more than Rs200
billion.

Given this alleged massive siphoning from the consumers, the CCP on Tuesday stated that it was closely monitoring the ongoing
sugar crisis and warned that strict enforcement and policy actions will be taken if any anti-competitive activities are found.

The CCP has been working to curb cartelisation in the sugar industry, promoting fair competition and protecting consumers.

The CCP inquiry launched in 2020 revealed that sugar mills were prima facie engaged in price-fixing and controlling supply through
coordinated actions facilitated by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA).

As part of the investigation, the CCP also conducted raids and imposed Rs44 billion in penalties on sugar mills and the PSMA in
August 2021, one of the highest fines in its history.

However, the decision was challenged in courts, and stay orders were issued by the Sindh and Lahore High Courts and the
Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT). This has delayed the recovery of penalties.

The CCP has consistently intervened to enhance transparency and competitiveness in the sugar sector.

Its first inquiry in 2009 found prima facie evidence of PSMA’s involvement in price-fixing and manipulating production and supply
qguotas. Consequently, the CCP issued show-cause notices to certain sugar mills and the PSMA on July 16, 2010, though the Sindh
High Court subsequently stayed these proceedings.

Over the years, the CCP has issued multiple policy notes (2009, 2012, and 2021) recommending the federal and provincial
governments to reduce market distortions. Key recommendations included deregulating the sugar sector, allowing market forces
to determine prices, and lifting restrictions on establishing or expanding sugar mills to encourage competition.



In its latest policy note, the CCP advised the government to discontinue announcing sugarcane support prices instead of adopting a
market-based pricing mechanism. This shift will ensure fair compensation for farmers while fostering efficiency and competition
within the sector.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1898846/ccp-warns-sugar-mills-against-price-manipulation

Business Recorder

Sugar crisis under close scrutiny: CCP

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) on Tuesday disclosed that it is closely monitoring the ongoing sugar crisis and warned
that strict enforcement and policy actions will be taken against sugar mills if any anti-competitive activities are found in this sector.

In this regard, the CCP has actively been engaged in data collection from various sources including Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

The CCP has already sought PBS data of major sectors and essential commodities and their prices to check market abuses, trends,
collusive behaviour, and cartelization.

PM directs strict action against sugar hoarders
The CCP has been actively working to curb cartelization in the sugar industry, promoting fair competition and protecting consumers.

In 2020, the CCP launched an inquiry into the sector, which revealed that sugar mills were prima facie engaged in price-fixing and
controlling supply through coordinated actions facilitated by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA). As part of the investigation,
the CCP also conducted raids at PSMA offices.

As a result, in August 2021, the CCP imposed a record Rs 44 billion in penalties on sugar mills and the PSMA—one of the highest fines
in its history.

However, the decision was challenged in courts, and stay orders issued by the Sindh and Lahore High Courts, as well as the
Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT). This has delayed the recovery of penalties.

The CCP has consistently intervened to enhance transparency and competitiveness in the sugar sector. Its first inquiry in 2009 found
prima facie evidence of PSMA’s involvement in price-fixing and the manipulation of production and supply quotas.

Consequently, the CCP issued show-cause notices to certain sugar mills and the PSMA on July 16, 2010, though these proceedings
were subsequently stayed by the Sindh High Court.

Over the years, the CCP has issued multiple policy notes (2009, 2012, and 2021) recommending the federal and provincial
governments to reduce market distortions. Key recommendations included deregulating the sugar sector, allowing market forces to
determine prices, and lifting restrictions on the establishment or expansion of sugar mills to encourage competition. In its latest
policy note, the CCP advised the government to discontinue the practice of announcing support prices for sugarcane and instead
adopt a market-based pricing mechanism. This shift will ensure fair compensation for farmers while fostering efficiency and
competition within the sector.

Currently, 127 cases related to sugar cartelization are pending in various courts, including 24 in the Supreme Court, 25 in the Lahore
High Court, six in the Sindh High Court, and 72 in the competition appellate tribunal (CAT). To expedite the resolution of these cases,
the government has recently appointed a new Chairman and Members of CAT.

https://www.brecorder.com/news/amp/40353666

Express Tribune
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CCP warns of policy action in face of sugar crisis

The emerging sugar crisis has landed in the Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP), which stated on Tuesday that it was closely
monitoring the ongoing situation and strict enforcement and policy actions would be taken if any anti-competitive activities were
found.

Sugar prices have touched Rs175 per kg in Ramazan and are expected to rise further to Rs200 owing to the alleged cartel of sugar
millers.

The government had allowed sugar export to the millers, but it did not consider wider implications of the policy. Now, to arrest rising
prices and meet consumer needs, the government is planning to import raw sugar for supply to the market.

Earlier, the millers made significant money following exports of the sweetener and now dealers are expected to get a windfall with
the import of raw sugar, putting both consumers and the government at a disadvantage.

The CCP said that it had been actively working to curb cartelisation in the sugar industry by promoting fair competition and protecting
the consumers.

In 2020, the commission had launched an inquiry that revealed that sugar mills were engaged in price fixing and controlling supplies
through coordinated actions facilitated by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA). As part of the investigation, the CCP also
conducted raids at the PSMA offices.

As a result, in August 2021, the CCP imposed huge penalties of Rs44 billion on sugar mills and the PSMA — one of the highest fines in
its history. However, the decision was challenged in courts, leading to the issuance of stay orders by the Sindh and Lahore High Courts
as well as the Competition Appellate Tribunal. It delayed the recovery of penalties.

The CCP has consistently intervened to enhance transparency and competitiveness in the sugar sector. Its first inquiry in 2009 found
evidence of PSMA's involvement in price fixing and manipulation of production and supply quotas. Consequently, the CCP served
show-cause notices on certain sugar mills and the PSMA on July 16, 2010, though the proceedings were subsequently stayed by the
Sindh High Court.

Over the years, according to the CCP, it has issued multiple policy notes (2009, 2012 and 2021), recommending the federal and
provincial governments to reduce market distortions. Key recommendations included deregulating the sugar sector, allowing market
forces to determine prices and lifting restrictions on the establishment or expansion of sugar mills to encourage competition.

In its latest policy note, the CCP advised the government to discontinue the practice of announcing support prices for sugarcane and
instead adopt a market-based pricing mechanism. This shift will ensure a fair compensation to farmers while fostering efficiency and
competition within the sector.

Currently, 127 cases related to sugar cartelisation are pending in various courts, including 24 in the Supreme Court, 25 in the Lahore
High Court, six in the Sindh High Court and 72 in the Competition Appellate Tribunal. To expedite the resolution of these cases, the
government has recently appointed a new chairman and members of the appellate tribunal.
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2535103/ccp-warns-of-policy-action-in-face-of-sugar-crisis

Sugar crisis: CCP warns against anti-competitive activities

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) Tuesday said the ongoing sugar crisis is being monitored and warned policy actions
will be taken if any anti-competitive activities are found.

According to a statement issued by the watchdog, CCP has been actively working to curb cartelisation in sugar industry, promoting
fair competition and protecting consumers.


https://tribune.com.pk/story/2535103/ccp-warns-of-policy-action-in-face-of-sugar-crisis

In 2020, CCP launched an inquiry into the sector, which revealed sugar mills were prima facie engaged in price-fixing and controlling
supply through coordinated actions, facilitated by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA). As part of the investigation, the CCP
also conducted raids at the PSMA offices. The CCP reminded, currently, 127 cases related to sugar cartelisation are pending in various
courts, including 24 in the Supreme Court, 25 in Lahore High Court, six in Sindh High Court and 72 in Competition Appellate Tribunal
(CAT). To expedite resolution of these cases, the government has recently appointed a new chairman and members of CAT. As a
result, in August 2021, CCP imposed a record Rs44 billion in penalties on sugar mills and the PSMA — one of the highest fines in its
history.

However, the decision was challenged in the courts and stay orders issued by Sindh and Lahore high courts, as well as the Competition
Appellate Tribunal (CAT). This has delayed recovery of penalties.

The CCP has consistently intervened to enhance transparency and competitiveness in the sugar sector. Its first inquiry in 2009 found
prima facie evidence of PSMA’s involvement in price-fixing and manipulation of production and supply quotas.

Consequently, CCP issued show-cause notices to certain sugar mills and PSMA on July 16, 2010, though these proceedings were
subsequently stayed by the Sindh High Court.

Over the years, CCP has issued multiple policy notes (2009, 2012, and 2021), recommending federal and provincial governments to
reduce market distortions. Key recommendations included deregulating sugar sector, allowing market forces to determine prices
and lifting restrictions on establishment or expansion of sugar mills to encourage competition.

In its latest policy note, CCP advised government to discontinue practice of announcing support prices for sugarcane and instead
adopt a market-based pricing mechanism. This shift will ensure fair compensation for farmers, while fostering efficiency and
competition within the sector.
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1293221-sugar-crisis-ccp-warns-against-anti-competitive-activities

The Nation

CCP closely monitoring ongoing sugar crisis

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) on Tuesday stated that it is closely monitoring the ongoing sugar crisis and warned
that strict enforcement and policy actions will be taken if any anti-competitive activities are found. The CCP has been actively working
to curb cartelization in the sugar industry, promoting fair competition and protecting consumers. In 2020, the CCP launched an
inquiry into the sector, which revealed that sugar mills were prima facie engaged in price-fixing and controlling supply through
coordinated actions facilitated by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA). As part of the investigation, the CCP also conducted
raids at PSMA offices.

As a result, in August 2021, the CCP imposed a record PKR 44 billion in penalties on sugar mills and the PSMA—one of the highest
fines in its history. However, the decision was challenged in courts, and stay orders issued by the Sindh and Lahore High Courts, as
well as the Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT). This has delayed the recovery of penalties. The CCP has consistently intervened to
enhance transparency and competitiveness in the sugar sector. Its first inquiry in 2009 found prima facie evidence of PSMA’s
involvement in price-fixing and the manipulation of production and supply quotas. Consequently, the CCP issued show-cause notices
to certain sugar mills and the PSMA on July 16, 2010, though these proceedings were subsequently stayed by the Sindh High Court.

Over the years, the CCP has issued multiple policy notes (2009, 2012, and 2021) recommending the federal and provincial
governments to reduce market distortions. Key recommendations included deregulating the sugar sector, allowing market forces to
determine prices, and lifting restrictions on the establishment or expansion of sugar mills to encourage competition. In its latest
policy note, the CCP advised the government to discontinue the practice of announcing support prices for sugarcane and instead
adopt a market-based pricing mechanism. This shift will ensure fair compensation for farmers while fostering efficiency and
competition within the sector. Currently, 127 cases related to sugar cartelization are pending in various courts, including 24 in the
Supreme Court, 25 in the Lahore High Court, six in the Sindh High Court, and 72 in CAT. To expedite the resolution of these cases,
the government has recently appointed a new Chairman and Members of CAT.
https://www.nation.com.pk/19-Mar-2025/ccp-closely-monitoring-ongoing-sugar-crisis
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Pakistan Observer

Sugar crisis in Pakistan: CCP pledges action against cartelization

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) on Tuesday stated that it is closely monitoring the ongoing sugar crisis and warned
strict action against any anti-competitive activities.

The CCP has been actively working to curb cartelization in the sugar industry, promoting fair competition and protecting consumers.

In 2020, the CCP launched an inquiry into the sector, which revealed that sugar mills were prima facie engaged in price-fixing and
controlling supply through coordinated actions facilitated by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA). As part of the investigation,
the CCP also conducted raids at PSMA offices.

As a result, in August 2021, the CCP imposed a record PKR 44 billion in penalties on sugar mills and the PSMA—one of the highest
fines in its history. However, the decision was challenged in courts, and stay orders issued by the Sindh and Lahore High Courts, as
well as the Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT). This has delayed the recovery of penalties.

The CCP has consistently intervened to enhance transparency and competitiveness in the sugar sector. Its first inquiry in 2009 found
prima facie evidence of PSMA’s involvement in price-fixing and the manipulation of production and supply quotas.

Consequently, the CCP issued show-cause notices to certain sugar mills and the PSMA on July 16, 2010, though these proceedings
were subsequently stayed by the Sindh High Court.

Over the years, the CCP has issued multiple policy notes (2009, 2012, and 2021) recommending the federal and provincial
governments to reduce market distortions. Key recommendations included deregulating the sugar sector, allowing market forces to
determine prices, and lifting restrictions on the establishment or expansion of sugar mills to encourage competition.

In its latest policy note, the CCP advised the government to discontinue the practice of announcing support prices for sugarcane and
instead adopt a market-based pricing mechanism. This shift will ensure fair compensation for farmers while fostering efficiency and
competition within the sector.

Currently, 127 cases related to sugar cartelization are pending in various courts, including 24 in the Supreme Court, 25 in the Lahore
High Court, six in the Sindh High Court, and 72 in CAT. To expedite the resolution of these cases, the government has recently
appointed a new Chairman and Members of CAT.
https://pakobserver.net/sugar-crisis-in-pakistan-ccp-pledges-action-against-cartelization/

Profit By Pakistan Today

CCP intensifies monitoring of sugar crisis, warns of strict actions against cartelization

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) announced on Tuesday that it is closely monitoring the ongoing sugar crisis and
warned of potential enforcement and policy interventions if any anti-competitive behavior is detected.

The CCP has been actively addressing cartelization in the sugar industry, striving to ensure fair competition and protect consumers.
In 2020, the Commission initiated an inquiry into the sugar sector, uncovering evidence that sugar mills were likely involved in price-
fixing and controlling supply through coordinated efforts led by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA). As part of the
investigation, the CCP conducted raids on PSMA offices.

In August 2021, the CCP imposed a landmark fine of Rs. 44 billion on the sugar mills and PSMA—the largest penalty in its history.
However, the decision was challenged in the courts, resulting in stay orders from the Sindh and Lahore High Courts, as well as the
Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT). This has delayed the collection of the penalties.

Over the years, the CCP has remained committed to increasing transparency and competitiveness in the sugar sector. Its first inquiry
into the industry, conducted in 2009, found initial evidence of PSMA’s involvement in price-fixing and manipulation of production


https://pakobserver.net/sugar-crisis-in-pakistan-ccp-pledges-action-against-cartelization/

and supply quotas. As a result, the CCP issued show-cause notices to specific sugar mills and PSMA in 2010, though these proceedings
were later stayed by the Sindh High Court.

The CCP has issued several policy recommendations over the years (in 2009, 2012, and 2021) urging both federal and provincial
governments to address market distortions. These recommendations included deregulating the sugar industry, allowing market
forces to determine prices, and lifting restrictions on the establishment or expansion of sugar mills to promote competition.

In its most recent policy note, the CCP advised the government to discontinue the practice of setting support prices for sugarcane
and instead adopt a market-driven pricing system. This transition would ensure fair compensation for farmers while promoting
greater efficiency and competition in the sector.

Currently, there are 127 ongoing cases related to sugar cartelization, pending across various courts. This includes 24 cases in the
Supreme Court, 25 in the Lahore High Court, 6 in the Sindh High Court, and 72 in CAT. To expedite the resolution of these cases, the
government has recently appointed a new Chairman and Members to the Competition Appellate Tribunal.
https://profit.pakistantoday.com.pk/2025/03/18/ccp-intensifies-monitoring-of-sugar-crisis-warns-of-strict-actions-against-

cartelization/

Bloom Pakistan

CCP Tracks Sugar Crisis, Vows Action against Cartels

CCP Tracks Sugar Crisis, Vows Action against Cartels.The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) announced on Tuesday.

That it is actively monitoring the ongoing CCP Tracks sugar crisis and warned that strict action will be taken if any unfair market
practices are detected.

The commission emphasized its commitment to ensuring fair competition and preventing anti-competitive behavior in the sugar
industry.

The CCP has been working to curb cartelization in the sugar sector, aiming to promote transparency and protect consumers from
artificial price hikes.

In 2020, the commission launched an investigation that uncovered evidence suggesting that sugar mills, with the involvement of the
Pakistan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA).

This led to raids on PSMA offices as part of the inquiry. Following the investigation, the CCP imposed a historic fine of PKR 44 billion
on various sugar mills and PSMA in August 2021 one of the largest penalties in the commission’s history.

The CCP has played a crucial role in advocating for transparency in the sugar industry. In 2009, its initial inquiry found indications of
PSMA’s involvement in price-fixing and production control

Leading to show-cause notices issued to certain sugar mills and PSMA in 2010. However, the Sindh High Court later put a hold on
these proceedings.

Over the years, the CCP has released multiple policy recommendations (in 2009, 2012, and 2021) advising the federal and provincial
governments to reduce market distortions.

Some key proposals included deregulating the sugar sector, allowing market-driven pricing, and removing restrictions on sugar mill
expansions to encourage competition.
https://bloompakistan.com/ccp-tracks-sugar-crisis-vows-action-against-cartels/

Mettis Global
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CCP cracks down on sugar cartel practices

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has reaffirmed its commitment to monitoring the ongoing sugar crisis, warning that
strict enforcement and policy measures will be implemented if any anti-competitive practices are detected.

The CCP has been actively working to curb cartelization in the sugar industry, ensuring fair competition and consumer protection.

In 2020, the CCP launched an inquiry into the sector, which revealed that sugar mills were allegedly engaged in price-fixing and supply
manipulation through coordinated actions facilitated by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA).

To further investigate, the CCP conducted raids on PSMA offices, as per the press release issued today.

Following its findings, the CCP imposed a record-breaking Rs44 billion in penalties on sugar mills and the PSMA in August 2021,
marking one of the highest fines in its history.

However, legal challenges arose, as the Sindh and Lahore High Courts, along with the Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT), issued
stay orders that have delayed the recovery of these penalties.

The CCP has a long history of interventions aimed at promoting transparency and competitiveness in the sugar sector.
In 2009, its first inquiry found preliminary evidence of PSMA’s involvement in price-fixing and production manipulation.
Consequently, show-cause notices were issued to certain sugar mills and the PSMA on July 16, 2010.

However, these proceedings were also stayed by the Sindh High Court.

Over the years, the CCP has issued multiple policy notes (2009, 2012, and 2021) to federal and provincial governments, advocating
for market-driven reforms to reduce distortions.

Key recommendations have included deregulating the sugar sector, allowing market forces to determine prices, and lifting
restrictions on the establishment or expansion of sugar mills to foster competition.

In its latest policy note, the CCP advised the government to discontinue the practice of announcing support prices for sugarcane and
instead adopt a market-based pricing mechanism.

This shift is expected to ensure fair compensation for farmers while fostering efficiency and competition within the sector.

At present, 127 cases related to sugar cartelization remain pending in various courts, including 24 in the Supreme Court, 25 in the
Lahore High Court, six in the Sindh High Court, and 72 in CAT.

In a move to expedite resolutions, the government has recently appointed a new Chairman and Members of CAT, signaling a renewed
focus on addressing legal bottlenecks in the sugar sector.

As the CCP continues to monitor market conditions, the industry awaits further developments that could reshape the sugar sector’s
competitive landscape.
https://mettisglobal.news/ccp-cracks-down-on-sugar-cartel-practices/

The AZB News

CCP monitors sugar crisis, pledges action against cartelization

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) on Tuesday stated that it is closely monitoring the ongoing sugar crisis and warned
that strict enforcement and policy actions will be taken if any anti-competitive activities are found.



https://mettisglobal.news/ccp-cracks-down-on-sugar-cartel-practices/

The CCP has been actively working to curb cartelization in the sugar industry, promoting fair competition and protecting
consumers. In 2020, the CCP launched an inquiry into the sector, which revealed that sugar mills were prima facie engaged in price-
fixing and controlling supply through coordinated actions facilitated by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA). As part of the
investigation, the CCP also conducted raids at PSMA offices.

As a result, in August 2021, the CCP imposed a record PKR 44 billion in penalties on sugar mills and the PSMA—one of the highest
fines in its history. However, the decision was challenged in courts, and stay orders issued by the Sindh and Lahore High Courts, as
well as the Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT). This has delayed the recovery of penalties.

The CCP has consistently intervened to enhance transparency and competitiveness in the sugar sector. Its first inquiry in 2009
found prima facie evidence of PSMA'’s involvement in price-fixing and the manipulation of production and supply quotas.
Consequently, the CCP issued show-cause notices to certain sugar mills and the PSMA on July 16, 2010, though these proceedings
were subsequently stayed by the Sindh High Court.

Over the years, the CCP has issued multiple policy notes (2009, 2012, and 2021) recommending the federal and provincial
governments to reduce market distortions. Key recommendations included deregulating the sugar sector, allowing market forces
to determine prices, and lifting restrictions on the establishment or expansion of sugar mills to encourage competition.

In its latest policy note, the CCP advised the government to discontinue the practice of announcing support prices for sugarcane
and instead adopt a market-based pricing mechanism. This shift will ensure fair compensation for farmers while fostering efficiency
and competition within the sector.

Currently, 127 cases related to sugar cartelization are pending in various courts, including 24 in the Supreme Court, 25 in the
Lahore High Court, six in the Sindh High Court, and 72 in CAT. To expedite the resolution of these cases, the government has
recently appointed a new Chairman and Members of CAT.
https://theazb.com/ccp-monitors-sugar-crisis-pledges-action-against-cartelization/

Daily Lead Pakistan

CCP monitors sugar crisis, pledges action against cartelization

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) on Tuesday stated that it is closely monitoring the ongoing sugar crisis and warned

that strict enforcement and policy actions will be taken if any anti-competitive activities are found.

The CCP has been actively working to curb cartelization in the sugar industry, promoting fair competition and protecting consumers.
In 2020, the CCP launched an inquiry into the sector, which revealed that sugar mills were prima facie engaged in price-fixing and
controlling supply through coordinated actions facilitated by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA). As part of the investigation,
the CCP also conducted raids at PSMA offices.

As a result, in August 2021, the CCP imposed a record PKR 44 billion in penalties on sugar mills and the PSMA—one of the highest
fines in its history. However, the decision was challenged in courts, and stay orders issued by the Sindh and Lahore High Courts, as
well as the Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT). This has delayed the recovery of penalties.

The CCP has consistently intervened to enhance transparency and competitiveness in the sugar sector. Its first inquiry in 2009 found
prima facie evidence of PSMA’s involvement in price-fixing and the manipulation of production and supply quotas. Consequently,
the CCP issued show-cause notices to certain sugar mills and the PSMA on July 16, 2010, though these proceedings were subsequently
stayed by the Sindh High Court.

Over the years, the CCP has issued multiple policy notes (2009, 2012, and 2021) recommending the federal and provincial
governments to reduce market distortions. Key recommendations included deregulating the sugar sector, allowing market forces to

determine prices, and lifting restrictions on the establishment or expansion of sugar mills to encourage competition.


https://theazb.com/ccp-monitors-sugar-crisis-pledges-action-against-cartelization/

In its latest policy note, the CCP advised the government to discontinue the practice of announcing support prices for sugarcane and
instead adopt a market-based pricing mechanism. This shift will ensure fair compensation for farmers while fostering efficiency and
competition within the sector.

Currently, 127 cases related to sugar cartelization are pending in various courts, including 24 in the Supreme Court, 25 in the Lahore
High Court, six in the Sindh High Court, and 72 in CAT. To expedite the resolution of these cases, the government has recently
appointed a new Chairman and Members of CAT.

https://leadpakistan.com.pk/news/ccp-monitors-sugar-crisis-pledges-action-against-cartelization/

NewzToday

CCP monitors sugar crisis, pledges action against cartelization

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) on Tuesday stated that it is closely monitoring the ongoing sugar crisis and warned
that strict enforcement and policy actions will be taken if any anti-competitive activities are found.

The CCP has been actively working to curb cartelization in the sugar industry, promoting fair competition and protecting consumers.
In 2020, the CCP launched an inquiry into the sector, which revealed that sugar mills were prima facie engaged in price-fixing and
controlling supply through coordinated actions facilitated by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA). As part of the investigation,
the CCP also conducted raids at PSMA offices.Inquiry launched against sugar industry

As a result, in August 2021, the CCP imposed a record PKR 44 billion in penalties on sugar mills and the PSMA—one of the highest
fines in its history. However, the decision was challenged in courts, and stay orders issued by the Sindh and Lahore High Courts, as
well as the Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT). This has delayed the recovery of penalties.

The CCP has consistently intervened to enhance transparency and competitiveness in the sugar sector. Its first inquiry in 2009 found
prima facie evidence of PSMA’s involvement in price-fixing and the manipulation of production and supply quotas. Consequently,
the CCP issued show-cause notices to certain sugar mills and the PSMA on July 16, 2010, though these proceedings were subsequently
stayed by the Sindh High Court.

Over the years, the CCP has issued multiple policy notes (2009, 2012, and 2021) recommending the federal and provincial
governments to reduce market distortions. Key recommendations included deregulating the sugar sector, allowing market forces to
determine prices, and lifting restrictions on the establishment or expansion of sugar mills to encourage competition.

In its latest policy note, the CCP advised the government to discontinue the practice of announcing support prices for sugarcane and
instead adopt a market-based pricing mechanism. This shift will ensure fair compensation for farmers while fostering efficiency and
competition within the sector.

Currently, 127 cases related to sugar cartelization are pending in various courts, including 24 in the Supreme Court, 25 in the Lahore
High Court, six in the Sindh High Court, and 72 in CAT. To expedite the resolution of these cases, the government has recently
appointed a new Chairman and Members of CAT.

https://newztodays.net/ccp-monitors-sugar-crisis-pledges-action-against/
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5 As partof the investigation, the CCP also conducted
raids and imposed Rs44 billion in penalties on sugar

mills and the PSMA in August 2021, one of the highest
‘ N ]ams finesin its hlstory

the ision was chall d in courts,
and stay orders were issued by the Sindh and Lahore
High Courts and the Competition Appellate Tribunal

S l I gar ml S (CAT). This has delayed the recovery of penalties.

(The.CCP:has consistently intervened to enhance.,

and competiti in the sugar sector.
Its first inquiry in 2009 found prima facie evidence

of PSMA’s involvement in price-fixing and manipulat-
ing production and supply quotas. Cunsequendy. the

CCP issued show-cause notices to certain sugar mills
| and the PSMA on July 16,2010, though the Sindh High

Court sub: ly stayed these pr di
I I I a I I Ipl l a 10 I I Over the years, the CCP has issued multiple policy
notes (2009, 2012, and 2021) recommending the fed-
eraland prcmnual governments to; reduce market d.ls-
tortions. Key

the sugar sector, allowing market forces to determine
prices, and lifting restrictions on establishing or

Govt fails to ensure sweetener sells

at R5130 per kg | expanding sugar mills to encourage competition.
In its latest policy note, the CCP advised the gov-
By Kalbe Ali ernment to di sup-
port prices instead of adopting a market based pricing

i [ mechanism. This shift will ensure fair compensation

ISLAMABAD: After repeated failures of the federal for farmers while fostering efficiency and competition

| and provincial governments to provide sugar at the within the sector. *
stipulated rate of Rs130 per kilogram, the Competition
\ Commission of Pakistan (CCP) too has entered the sce-
) nario with a warning to the sugar mills.
| Contrary to the rates announced by the prime min-
ister, and several attempts by the government to
maintain retail sales at Rs130 per kg, sugar prices in
the markets continue to soar above Rs180 per kg in
various markets across the country.

Sugar consumption is forecast to increase slightly
to 6.7 million tonnes as it has continuously grown due
to population growth and d d from the food pro-
cessing sector.

During the last season, Pakistan produced more
than 6.84m tonnes of sugar, which is expected to rise
in 2024-25.

With an undue increase of Rs30 per kg in the retail
price, the additional profit for the supply chain would
be more than Rs200 billion,

| Given this alleged massive siphoning from the con.
sumers, the CCP on Tuesday stated that it was closely
monitoring the ongoing sugar crisis and warned that
strict enforcement and policy actions will be taken if
any anti-competitive activities are found.

‘The CCP has been working to curb cartelisation in
the sugar industry, promoting fair competition and
protecting consumers,

The CCP inquiry launched in 2020 revealed that
sugar mills were prima facie engaged in price-fixing
und controlling supply through coordinated actions
facilitared by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association |
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(CP puts sugar cartel on notice amid crisis

© OUR CORRESPONDENT - promoting fair compention ducted raids at PSMA Tribunal (CAT), This has lssued show-cause notices included deregulating the
BUMABAD __ and protecting consumers, offices. delayed the recovery of to certain sugar millsand sugar sector, allowing
The Competition In 2020, the CCP Asa result, in August penalties. the PSMA on July 16, 2010, market forces to determine
Commission of Pakistan launched an inquiry into 2021, the CCP imposed a The CCP has consistently though these proceedings prices, and lifting restric-
(CCP) onTuesday stated that the sector, which revealed record Rs44 billion in pen- intervened to enhance were subsequently stayed tions on the establishment
{tis closely monitoning the that sugar mills were altiesonsugarmillsandthe transparency and competi- by the Sindh High Court,  or expansion of sugar mills
ongoing sugar crisis and prima facle engaged in PSMA - one of the highest tvenessinthesugarsector, Over the years, the CCP to encourage competition.
wamed that strict enforce- price-fixing and control- finesin history, Its first inquiry in 2009 has {ssued muldple policy In fts latest policy note,
mentand policyacionswill ling supply through coor-  However, the declslon_found prima facie evidence notes (2009, 2012, and 2021) the CCP advised the gov-
benkmlfmyanti-mmpet dinated actions facilitated was challenged in courts, of PSMA's involvement in recommending the federal emment to discontinue
lnveamvimsarermum by the Pakistan Sugar and stay orders ssued price-fixing and the ma- and provincial govem- the practice of announding
The CCP has been actively Mills Association (PSMA), by the Sindh and Lahore nipulation of production ments to reduce market support prices for sugarcane
working to curb cartelisa-  As part of the investiga- high courts, as well as the and supply quotas, distortions. and instead adopt a market-
' tion In the sugar industry, tion, the CCP also con- Competition Appellate Consequently, the CCP  Key recommendations based pricing mechanism,




CCP warns of policy action
In face of sugar crisis

Competition body

closely monitoring
situation to unearth
anti-competitive practices

W ZAFAR BHUTTA
ISLAMABAD

The emerging sugar crisis has landed in
the Competition Commission of Pakistan
(CCP), which stated on Tuesday that it was
closely monitoring the ongoing situation
and strict enforcement and policy actions
would be taken if any anti-competitive ac-
tivities were found.

Sugar prices have touched Rsi175 per kg
in Ramazan and are expected to rise fur-
ther to Rs200 owing to the alleged cartel
of sugar millers.

The government had allowed sugar export
to the millers, but it did not consider wider
implications of the policy. Now, to arrest ris-
ing prices and meet consumer needs, the
government is planning to importraw sugar
for supply to the market.

Earlier, the millers made significant
money following exports of the sweetener
and now dealers are expected to get a wind-
fall with the import of raw sugar, putting
both consumers and the government at a
disadvantage.

The CCP said that it had been actively
working to curb cartelisation in the sugar
industry by promoting fair competition and
protecting the consumers.

In 2020, the commission had launched an
inquiry that revealed that sugar mills were
engaged in price fixing and controlling sup-
plies through coordinated actons facilitated
by the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association
(PSMA). As part of the investigadon, the CCP
also conducted raids at the PSMA offices,

As a result, in August 2021, the CCP im-

posed huge penalties of Rsq4 billion on
sugar mills and the PSMA - one of the
highest fines in its history. However, the
decision was challenged in courts, leading
to the issuance of stay orders by the Sindh
and Lahore High Courts as well as the
Competition Appellate Tribunal. It delayed
the recovery of penalties.

The CCP has consistently intervened to
enhance transparency and competitiveness
in the sugar sector. Its first inquiry in 2009
found evidence of PSMA'’s involvement in
price fixing and manipulation of produc-
tion and supply quotas. Consequently, the
CCP served show-cause notices on certain
sugar mills and the PSMA on July 16, 2010,
though the proceedings were subsequently
stayed by the Sindh High Court.

Over the years, according to the CCP, it
has issued multiple policy notes (2009, 2012
and 2021), recommending the federal and
provincial governments to reduce market
distortions. Key recommendations included
deregulating the sugar sector, allowing mar-
ket forces to determine prices and lifting re-
strictions on the establishment or expansion
of sugar mills to encourage competition.

In its latest policy note, the CCP advised
the government to discontinue the practice
of announcing support prices for sugarcane
and instead adopt a market-based pricing
mechanism. This shift will ensure a fair
compensation to farmers while fostering ef-
ficiency and competition within the sector,

Currently, 127 cases related to sugar car-
telisation are pending in various courts, in-
cluding 24 in the Supreme Court, 25 in the
Lahore High Court, six in the Sindh High
Court and 72 in the Competition Appellate
Tribunal, To expedite the resolution.of
these cases, the government has recently
appointed a new chairman and members
of the appellate tribunal.
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" Sugar crisis
under close

Iscrutiny: CCP

SOHAIL SARFRAZ

ISLAMABAD: The
Competition Commission
of Pakistan (CCP) on
Tuesday disclosed that it is
closely monitoring the
ongoing sugar crisis and
wammned that strict enforce-
ment and policy actions will
be taken against sugar mills
if any anti-competitive
activities are found in this
sector. In this regard, the
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Sugar crisis under close

> from page 1

CCP has actively been cng;.xgcd in
data collection from various
sources including Pakistan Burcau
of Statistics (PBS). The CCP has
alrcady sought PBS data of major
sectors and essentinl commodities
and their prices to check market
abuses, trends, collusive behaviour,
and cartelization.

The CCP has been actively
working to curb cartclization in the
sugar industry, promoting fair com-
petition and protecting consumers.
In 2020, the CCP launched an
inquiry into the sector, which
revealed that sugar mills were
prima facie engaged in price-fixing
and conn'ollmg supply through
coordinated actions facilitated by
Pakistan Sugar Mills
Association (PSMA). As part of
the investigation, the CCP also
conducted raids at PSMA offices.

Asnrsull.m/\ugmllOZl the
CCP imposed a record Rs'44 bil-
lion in penaltics on sugar mills and
the PSMA—onc of the highest
ﬁncs_m its history. However, the

stay
and Lahore High Courts, as well as
the Compéetition Appellate
Tribunal (CAT). This has dclayed
the recovery of penalties.
The CCP has consistently inter-
veoed to mh:moc transparency and

‘competitivencss in the sugar sector.

Its first inquiry in 2009 found

prima facie evidence of PSMA's

involvement in price-fixing and the
manipulation of production and -
supply quotas. Consequently; the
CCP issucd show-cause notices to
certain sugar mills and the PSMA
on July 16, 2010, though these pro-
ceedings were subsequently stnyed
by the Sindh High Court.

Over the years, the' CCP has
issued multiple policy notes (2009,
2012, and 2021) ru:ommuu:lmg the
federal and provincial governments
to reduce market distortions. Key
recommendations included
lating the sugar sector,’ allowing
market forces (o determine prices,
and lifting restrictions on the estab-
lishment or expansion of sugar mills
to ‘encourage competition. In its Iat-
est policy note, the CCP advised the
government to discontinue the prac-
tice of announcing support prices for
sugumnc and instead adopt a mar-
ket-based pricing mechanism. This
shift will ensure fair compensation
for farmers while fostering efficien-
cy and competition within the sec-
tor. Currently, 127 cases related to
sugar cartelization are pending in
various courts, including 24 in the
Supreme Court, 25 in the Lahore
High Court, six in the Sindh High
Court, and 72 in the competition

. appellate tribunal (CAT). To expe-

dite the resolution of these cases, the
govemment has recently appointed
a ncw Chairman and Members of
CAT.
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CCP warns

Sugar crisis

—

CCP warns against

activities

Continued from page 12
The CCP reminded, currently,

in the Supreme Court, 25 in
Lahore High Court, six in
Sindh High Court and 72 in

involvement in price-fixing
and manipulation of produc-
tion and supply quotas.

. o, 0 127 cases related to sugar Consequently, CCP issued
aIltl_C0m etltlve cartelisation are pending in show-cause notices to certain
various courts, including 24 sugar mills and PSMA on July

16, 2010, though these pro-
ceedings were subsequently
stayed by the Sindh High

cartelisati ing in ¢ . | 'Competition Appellate Tribu- Court.
Sy st1327bsugalc o e%nMC%ovesepeS%;;m’ nal (CAT). To expedite resolud _ Over the years, CCP has
y by y TyoLp tion of these cases, the govern- issued multiple policy notes
| T ByMentab Halder  sumers. ment has recently appointeda (2009, 2012, and 2021), rec-
[ In 2020, CCP launched | | new chairman and members ommending federal and pro-

ISLAMABAD: The Competition
| Commission of Pakistan (CCP)
| Tuesday said the ongoing sugar
crisis is being monitored and
warned policy actions will be
taken if any anti<competitive
activities are found.

According to a statement
issued by the watchdog, CCP
has been actively working to
curb cartelisation in sugar
industry, promoting fair com-
petition and protecting con-

an inquiry into the sector,
which revealed sugar mills
were prima facie engaged in
price-fixing and controlling
supply through coordinated
actions, facilitated by the
Pakistan Sugar Mills Asso-
ciation (PSMA). As part of
the investigation, the CCP
also conducted raids at the

PSMA offices.

Continued on page 9

of CAT. As a result, in August
2021, CCP imposed a record
Rs44 billion in penalties on
sugar mills and the PSMA —
one of the highest fines in its
history.

However, the decision was
challenged in the courts and
stay orders issued by Sindh
and Lahore high courts, as
well as the Competition Appel-
late Tribunal (CAT). This has
delayed recovery of penalties.

The CCP has consistently
intervened to enhance trans-
parency and competitiveness
in the sugar sector. Its first
inquiry in 2009 found prima
facie evidence of PSMA's

vincial governments to reduce
market distortions. Key
recommendations included
deregulating sugar sector,
allowing market forces to
determine prices and lifting
restrictions on establishment
or expansion of sugar mills to
encourage competition.

In its latest policy note,
CCP advised government
to discontinue practice of
announcing support prices for
sugarcane and instead adopt
a market-based pricing mech-
anism. This shift will ensure
fair compensation for farmers,
while fostering efficiency and
competition within the sector.
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IMRAN ALI KUNDI
ISLAMABAD

The Competition Commission of Pak-
istan (CCP) on Tuesday stated that
it is closely monitoring the ongoing
sugar crisis and warned that strict
enforcement and policy actions will
be taken if any anti-competitive ac-
tivities are found. The CCP has been
actively working to curb carteliza-
tion in the sugar industry, promoting
fair competition and protecting con-
sumers. In 2020, the CCP launched
an inquiry into the sector, which re-
vealed that sugar mills were prima
facie engaged in price-fixing and
controlling supply through coordi-
nated actions facilitated by the Paki-
stan Sugar Mills Association (PSMA).
As part of the investigation, the CCP
also conducted raids at PSMA offices.

As a result, in August 2021, the
CCP imposed a record PKR 44 bil-
lion in penalties on sugar mills and
the PSMA—one of the highest fines
in its history. However, the deci-
sion was challenged in courts, and
stay orders issued by the Sindh and
Lahore High Courts, as well as the
Competition Appellate Tribunal
(CAT). This has delayed the recov-
ery of penalties. The CCP has consis-
tently intervened to enhance trans-
parency and competitiveness in
the sugar sector. Its first inquiry in

Wednesday, March 19, 2025 | Islamabad

2009 found prima facie evidence of
PSMA'’s involvement in price-fixing :
and the manipulation of production
and supply quotas. Consequently,
the CCP issued show-cause notices
to certain sugar mills and the PSMA
on July 16, 2010, though these pro-
ceedings were subsequently stayed
by the Sindh High Court.

Over the years, the CCP has issued |
multiple policy notes (2009, 2012,
and 2021) recommending the fed-
eral and provincial governments to
reduce market distortions. Key rec-
ommendations included deregulat-
ing the sugar sector, allowing market
forces to determine prices, and lifting
restrictions on the establishment or
expansion of sugar mills to encourage
competition. In its latest policy note,
the CCP advised the government to
discontinue the practice of announc-
ing support prices for sugarcane and
instead adopt a market-based pric-
ing mechanism. This shift will ensure
fair compensation for farmers while
fostering efficiency and competition
within the sector. Currently, 127 cas-
es related to sugar cartelization are
pending in various courts, including
24 in the Supreme Court, 25 in the
Lahore High Court, six in the Sindh
High Court, and 72 in CAT. To expe-
dite the resolution of these cases, the
government has recently appointed a
new Chairman and Members of CAT.
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CCP monitors sugar crisis, pledges
action against cartelization

STAFF REPORTER
ISLAMABAD

The Competition Com-
mission of Pakistan
(CCP) on Tuesday stated
that it Is closely monitor-
ing the ongoing sugarcri-
sisand warned thatstrict
enforcement and policy
actions will be taken if
any anti-competitive ac-
tivities are found.

The CCP has been ac-
tively working to curb
cartelization in the sugar
industry, promoting fair
competition and protect-

ingconsumers.
In-.2020, the CCP
“launched an Inquiry

Into the sector, which
revealed that sugar
mills were prima facie
engaged in price-fixing
and controlling supply
through  coordinated
actions facilitated by
the Pakistan Sugar Mills
Association (PSMA). As
part of the investigation,
the CCP also conducted
raids at PSMA offices.

As a result, in August
2021, the CCP imposed a
record PKR 44 billion In
penalties on sugar mills
and the PSMA—one of
the highest fines in its
history. However, the de-
cision was challenged in
courts, and stay orders
issued by the Sindh and
Lahore High Courts, as
well as the Competition
Appellate Tribunal (CAT).

° This  has
@ delayedther
recovery ol

———— | penalties.
T, e

CCP has consistently

Intervened to enhance
transparency and com-
petitiveness In the sugar
sector.

Its first Inquiry in
2009 found prima facle
evidence of PSMA's In-
volvement In price-fixing
and the manipulation of
production and supply
quotas,

Consequently, the CCP
Issued show-cause notlc-
es to certain sugar mllls
and the PSMA on July

16, 2010, though these
procecdings were sub-
sequently stayed by the
Sindh High Court.

Over the years, the
CCP has issued multi-
ple policy notes (2009,
2012, and 2021) recom-
mending the federal and
provincial governments
to reduce market distor-
tions.

Key  recommenda-
tions included deregu-
lating the sugar sector,
allowing market forces
to determine prices, and
lifting restrictions on the
establishment or expan-
slon of sugar mills to en-
courage competition.

Initslatest policy note,
the CCP advised the gov-
ernment to discontinue
the practice of announc-
ing support prices for
sugarcane and Instead
adopt a market-based
pricing mechanism. This
shiftwill ensure fair com-
pensation for farmers
while fostering cfficiency
and competition within
thesector.
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eﬂl' resolves 73 cases,
imposes Rs275m in
penalties last year

Profit

COMMISSION'S MARKET INTELLIGENCE
UNITIDENTIFIED OVER 125 INSTANCES
OF MARKET MANIPULATION THROUGH
THE USE OF ADVANCED DATA ANALYTICS

PROFIT
STATF REPORT

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP)

has m:uk notable progress in tackling anti-

g 73 cases and

|mposmg Rs275 milhon in ﬁn« on busmcsscs
and

d in car

marketing during the last year. These acuom
taken across sectors like pharmaceuticals, FMCG,
dairy, and paint manufacturing. reflect the CCP’s
1o market and
i Over the past year,
the CCP has not only achicved success in the courts

but also imp|

g the wheat flour cartel, energy

sector « pnw-ﬁxmg in the steel
" industry. h{, me CCP 's Market
I over 125

| instances o{nﬁiﬂrmiwhﬁon through the Use'of
f analytics, helping the Commission
itive .clivllles carly on. Th:l
3 competition ln\yq 50
n various
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i o e F Eid ul Fitr: SBP issues statement

Trump, Putin agree to Russia-Ukraine energy s> : on fresh currency notes
astructure ceasefire for 30 days / 3 _ The State Bank of Pakisan (SBP) on Tesday sald it has o far
’ . : issued Rs27 billion fresh currency notes of all denominations to
Russian President Vladimir Putin and US President Donald Trump : 17,000 branches of commercial banks for distribution to general
agreed on Tuesday to seek a limited 30-day ceasefire against energy and 4 < mpzﬂrgm?h?gmmrm&mmi:mmx
infrastructure targets in Ukraine, while talks aimed at advancing toward this Eid ul Fitz. “The SBP continues its longstanding practice of
a broader peace plan will begin “immediately,” the White House said. v issuing fresh banknotes to commercial banks on the occasion of
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CCP monitors
sugar crisis,
pledges action
against
cartelization

ISLAMABAD: The Competition
ion of Pakistan (CCP) on Tues-
ted that it is closely monitoring

the ongoing sugar crisis and warned that
action: \1lI

ment and poli
any anti-competitive a

are found.

The CCP has been actively working
to curb cartelization in the sugar
industry, promoting fair competition and
protecting consumers. In 2020, the CCP
launched an inquiry into the sector, which
revealed that sugar mills were prima facie
engaged in price-fixing and controlling
supply through coordinated actions facli-
tated by the
tion (PS
the CCP also conducted rai
offices.

Asaresult, in August 2021, the CCP
imposed a record PKR 44 billion in
penalties on sugar mills and the PSMA—
one of the highest fines in its history.
However, the decision was challenged
in courts, and stay orders issued by the
Sindh and Lahore High Courts, as well
as the Competition Appellate Tribunal
(CAT). This has delayed the recovery of
penalti

The CCP has consistently intervened to
enhance transparency and competitive-
ness in the sugar sector. Its first inquiry
in 2009 found prima facie evidence of
PSMA’s involvement in price-fixing and
the manipulation of production a
supply quotas. Consequently, the CCP
issued show-cause notices to certain sugar
mills and the PSMA on July 16, 2010,
though these proceedings were subse-
quently stayed by the

Currently, 127 cases related to sugar
cartelization are pending in various

i il St me
in the Lahore High Court,
the Sindh High Court, and
expedite the resolution of the
government has recently appointed a new
Chairman and Members of CAT.
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