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CCP highlights challenges in promoting market integrity on “‘World
Competition Day’
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The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) marked World Competition Day with a media workshop aimed
at fostering awareness among journalists about the significance of competition in the economy. The event
brought together senior journalists from both print and electronic media.

Chairperson of the CCP Dr Kabir Sidhu highlighted the critical role of competition in promoting a fair and level
playing field across various sectors of Pakistan’s economy. He pointed to the importance of curbing market
abuse and manipulation, which he described as leading to concentrated wealth in the hands of a few. “Healthy
competition leads to more equitable wealth distribution,” he noted.

Dr Sidhu explained that the CCP’s role extends to advising the government on policies that help steer the
economy in the right direction. “The only sources of revenue are exports, taxes and remittances. If businesses
cannot compete domestically, how can they compete internationally?” he asked. He further added that
competition fosters innovation, efficiency, and the development of better products and services, which in turn
boosts export potential. The CCP is currently focusing on reviewing legal and regulatory frameworks, particularly
in the energy and services sectors, to eliminate entry barriers and protectionist policies.

Drawing from global examples, Dr Sidhu referred to market developments in the UK and the US, explaining that
such transformations took time. “Pakistan is at a developmental stage, and implementing effective competition
policies will require patience and effort,” he said. He also called for the support of the constitutional bench to
expedite legal processes, ensuring quicker resolution of competition-related matters.



The chairperson underscored the importance of collaboration between the media, government, and people in
fulfilling the CCP’s mandate to combat anti-competitive conduct. He acknowledged that Pakistan’s competition
landscape is evolving, and emphasised that continued support from all stakeholders is vital for nurturing a
healthy competitive environment.

CCP officials also provided a detailed briefing on ongoing investigations, offering case studies from sectors such
as sugar, automobiles and cement. They highlighted progress in attracting foreign direct investment (FDI)
through merger clearances, and acknowledged the valuable support from the Ministry of Law, Ministry of
Finance, and the Supreme Court and high courts.During the workshop, journalists raised concerns regarding the
CCP’s challenges in enforcing competition laws, especially the backlog of cases in higher courts. CCP officials
addressed these concerns, providing detailed responses and reiterating their commitment to addressing these
challenges effectively.

The event was attended by key CCP officials, including Director Generals Shahzad Hissain, Noman Laiq, Ahmed
Qadir, Dr lkram ul Haq, Senior Legal Advisors Ambreen Abassi and Hafiz Naeem, along with other staff members.
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1258533-ccp-highlights-challenges-in-promoting-market-integrity-on-
world-competition-day

Business Recorder

World Competition Day marked: CCP lauds minister’s role for promoting fair

competition, regulating markets, fostering best practices

Dr Kabir Ahmed Sidhu, Chairman of the Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP), commended the steadfast
commitment and significant support extended by the Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue towards
promoting fair competition, regulating markets, and fostering best practices.

Dr Sidhu was speaking at a workshop hosted by the CCP to celebrate World Competition Day, observed annually
on December 5th. He highlighted that the Federal Finance Minister, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, assured
the CCP of the government’s full backing in its efforts to strengthen market integrity and create a level playing
field for businesses.

This reflects a shared commitment to drive sustainable economic growth and protect consumer interests. Sidhu
emphasized that with strong government support and a commitment to improving its capabilities, the CCP is on
track to becoming a more effective force in ensuring fair competition and curbing market abuse.

Dr Sidhu also discussed the importance of fostering competition and creating a level playing field across various
sectors of the economy. He underscored the need to curb market abuse and manipulation, pointing out that
healthy competition leads to more equitable wealth distribution. He explained that cartels exploit the market,
concentrating wealth in the hands of a few.

The Chairman stressed that the CCP plays a crucial role in guiding government policies to steer the economy in
the right direction. "The only sources of revenue are exports, taxes, and remittances. If businesses can't compete
domestically, how can they compete internationally?" he said. He also noted that competition drives innovation
and efficiency, leading to better services, products, and more exportable goods. To further this goal, the CCP is
focusing on reviewing the legal and regulatory frameworks in the energy and services sectors to remove entry
barriers and protectionist policies.

Dr Sidhu referred to global examples from the UK and the US, where market developments took considerable
time to unfold. “Similarly, Pakistan is at a developmental stage, and it will take time and effort to fully implement
effective competition policies,” he remarked, adding that the Constitutional Bench could help expedite the legal
process.


https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1258533-ccp-highlights-challenges-in-promoting-market-integrity-on-world-competition-day
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1258533-ccp-highlights-challenges-in-promoting-market-integrity-on-world-competition-day

Dr Sidhu also emphasized the need for collaboration between the media, government, and public to fulfill the
CCP’s mandate against anti-competitive conduct. He acknowledged that while Pakistan’s competition landscape
is evolving, continued support from all stakeholders is crucial in fostering a healthy competition regime.

During the workshop, CCP officials provided a detailed briefing on ongoing inquiries and shared case studies
from the sugar, automobile, and cement sectors. They also highlighted encouraging updates on Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) attracted through merger clearances and acknowledged the significant support extended by
the Ministry of Law, Ministry of Finance, and the Supreme and High Courts. Journalists raised pertinent
questions regarding the CCP’s challenges in enforcing Competition Law, particularly the persistent backlog of
cases in higher courts, to which CCP officials provided comprehensive responses.

A key development discussed was the establishment of the Market Intelligence Unit (MIU), which has already
identified over 150 instances of anti-competitive practices using advanced data collection and analysis
techniques. The MIU leverages cutting-edge analytical tools and technologies to enhance the detection of anti-
competitive behavior and improve investigative efficiency. Some of the key findings include 25 cases in financial
services, 16 in FMCG, 10 in cosmetics, 14 in real estate, 7 in health, 5 in pharmaceuticals, 6 in power, 6 in poultry,
6 in textile, 8 in electronics, and 5 in agriculture. These findings highlight the MIU's crucial role in identifying and
addressing anti-competitive practices across various industries in Pakistan.

The workshop was attended by key CCP officials, including Shahzad Hissain (Director General), Noman Laiq
(Director General), Ahmed Qadir (Director General), Dr Ikramul Haq (Director General), Ambreen Abassi (Senior
Legal Advisor), Hafiz Naeem (Senior Legal Advisor), and other CCP staff.
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40336162/world-competition-day-marked-ccp-lauds-ministers-role-for-
promoting-fair-competition-regulating-markets-fostering-best-practices

Profit by Pakistan Today

CCP identifies 125 cases of market abuse, strengthens efforts for fair

competition

The Market Intelligence Unit (MIU) of the Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has identified over 125
instances of anti-competitive practices, showcasing a major stride in CCP’s efforts to address market
manipulation and abuse.

This was revealed by CCP Chairman Dr. Kabir Ahmed Sidhu during a workshop held in observance of *World
Competition Day* on December 5. Dr. Sidhu highlighted that the MIU, leveraging advanced data collection and
analytical tools, is instrumental in uncovering market abuses across various sectors.

The MIU’s investigations have unveiled notable findings, including 25 cases in financial services, 16 in fast-
moving consumer goods (FMCG), and 14 in real estate, among others. Dr. Sidhu emphasized that the MIU’s
proactive role is crucial for ensuring fair competition, fostering healthier markets, equitable wealth distribution,
and driving innovation. He remarked that addressing anti-competitive behavior at its roots significantly
enhances the overall market environment.

Speaking at the workshop, Dr. Sidhu stressed the importance of competition in driving economic growth and
development. He discussed the CCP’s initiatives to revise legal and regulatory frameworks in sectors like energy
and services, aiming to dismantle entry barriers and protectionist policies impeding competition. He expressed
optimism that with continued government support and a bolstered CCP, the commission is poised to more
effectively combat market abuse and promote fairness.

The event also featured updates from CCP officials on ongoing inquiries and case studies in sectors such as sugar,
automobile, and cement. Officials highlighted the positive outcomes of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
facilitated by merger clearances, underscoring the CCP’s contribution to creating a more transparent and
competitive market.


https://www.brecorder.com/news/40336162/world-competition-day-marked-ccp-lauds-ministers-role-for-promoting-fair-competition-regulating-markets-fostering-best-practices
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During an interactive session, journalists raised concerns about the CCP’s challenges in enforcing competition
law, particularly the backlog of cases in higher courts. CCP officials detailed their strategies to address these
hurdles and expedite legal proceedings.

The workshop concluded with a call for greater collaboration among media, government, and the public to
support the CCP’s mandate. Dr. Sidhu reiterated the necessity of unified efforts to promote a competitive,
transparent, and equitable market in Pakistan.

This workshop reaffirmed the CCP’s commitment to safeguarding fair competition, marking a significant step
towards achieving its long-term goals for market reform and economic stability.
https://profit.pakistantoday.com.pk/2024/12/05/ccp-identifies-125-cases-of-market-abuse-strengthens-
efforts-for-fair-competition/

Mettis Global

CCP hosts media workshop to mark World Competition Day

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has hosted a media workshop to commemorate World
Competition Day, bringing together senior journalists from print and electronic media, said a press statement
issued today.

The event aimed to foster awareness about the role of competition in promoting economic fairness and
sustainability.

Dr Kabir Sidhu, Chairman of CCP, underscored the critical importance of fostering healthy competition and
creating a level playing field across various sectors. He emphasized that unchecked market practices such as
cartels and monopolies harm the economy by concentrating wealth in the hands of a few, thereby undermining
equitable growth.

He stressed that the CCP plays a crucial role in guiding government policies to steer the economy in the right
direction. "The only sources of revenue are exports, taxes, and remittances. If businesses can't compete
domestically, how can they compete internationally" he said.

He also noted that competition drives innovation and efficiency, leading to better services, products, and more
exportable goods.

CCP is focusing on reviewing the legal and regulatory frameworks in the energy and services sectors to remove
entry barriers and protectionist policies.

Dr Sidhu also referred to global examples from the UK and the US, where market developments took
considerable time to unfold. "Similarly, Pakistan is at a developmental stage, and it will take time and effort to
fully implement effective competition policies," Dr Sidhu remarked, adding that the Constitutional Bench could
expedite the legal process.

He emphasized the need for collaboration between the media, government, and public in fulfilling the CCP’s
mandate against anti-competitive conduct.

While acknowledging that Pakistan’s competition landscape is evolving, he stressed that continued support
from all stakeholders is crucial in fostering a healthy competition regime.

The CCP officials provided a detailed briefing on ongoing inquiries and shared sample case studies from the
sugar, automobile and cement sectors.


https://profit.pakistantoday.com.pk/2024/12/05/ccp-identifies-125-cases-of-market-abuse-strengthens-efforts-for-fair-competition/
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They also highlighted encouraging updates on Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) attracted through merger
clearances and acknowledged the significant support extended by the Ministry of Law, Ministry of Finance, the
Supreme and High Courts.

Journalists raised pertinent questions regarding the CCP’s challenges in enforcing Competition Law, particularly
the persistent backlog of cases in higher courts.

CCP officials provided comprehensive responses to the queries raised by the media representatives.
https://mettisglobal.news/ccp-hosts-media-workshop-to-mark-world-competition-day/

The Azb News

World Competition Day: CCP Discusses Progress and Challenges in Market
Integrity

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) hosted a Media Workshop, bringing together senior journalists
from both print and electronic media to celebrate World Competition Day, observed annually on December 5th.
Dr. Kabir Sidhu, Chairman of CCP, emphasized the importance of fostering competition and creating a level
playing field across various sectors of the economy. He highlighted the need to curb market abuse and

manipulation, noting that healthy competition leads to more equitable wealth distribution. Dr. Sidhu explained
that cartels exploit the market, concentrating wealth in the hands of a few.

He stressed that the CCP plays a crucial role in guiding government policies to steer the economy in the right
direction. “The only sources of revenue are exports, taxes, and remittances. If businesses can’t compete
domestically, how can they compete internationally?” he said. He also noted that competition drives innovation
and efficiency, leading to better services, products, and more exportable goods. CCP is focusing on reviewing
the legal and regulatory frameworks in the energy and services sectors to remove entry barriers and
protectionist policies.

Dr. Sidhu also referred to global examples from the UK and the US, where market developments took
considerable time to unfold. “Similarly, Pakistan is at a developmental stage, and it will take time and effort to
fully implement effective competition policies,” Dr. Sidhu remarked, adding that the Constitutional Bench could
expedite the legal process. He emphasized the need for collaboration between the media, government, and
public in fulfilling the CCP’s mandate against anti-competitive conduct. While acknowledging that Pakistan’s
competition landscape is evolving, he stressed that continued support from all stakeholders is crucial in fostering
a healthy competition regime.

The CCP officials provided a detailed briefing on ongoing inquiries and shared sample case studies from the
sugar, automobile and cement sectors. They also highlighted encouraging updates on Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) attracted through merger clearances and acknowledged the significant support extended by the Ministry
of Law, Ministry of Finance, the Supreme and High Courts. Journalists raised pertinent questions regarding the
CCP’s challenges in enforcing Competition Law, particularly the persistent backlog of cases in higher courts. CCP
officials provided comprehensive responses to the queries raised by the media representatives.

Mr. Shahzad Hissain (Director General), Mr. Noman Laiq (Director General), Mr. Ahmed Qadir (Director General),
Dr. lkram ul Haqg (Director General), Ms. Ambreen Abassi (Senior Legal Advisor) and Hafiz Naeem (Senior Legal
Advisor) along with other CCP officials attended the workshop.
https://theazb.com/world-competition-day-ccp-discusses-progress-and-challenges-in-market-integrity/

Associated of Press Pakistan
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World Competition Day: CCP discusses progress, Challenges in market
integrity

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) hosted a Media Workshop, bringing together senior journalists
from both print and electronic media to celebrate World Competition Day, observed annually on December
5th.Pakistan's cuisine

Dr. Kabir Sidhu, Chairman of CCP, emphasized the importance of fostering competition and creating a level
playing field across various sectors of the economy.

He highlighted the need to curb market abuse and manipulation, noting that healthy competition leads to more
equitable wealth distribution.

Dr. Sidhu explained that cartels exploit the market, concentrating wealth in the hands of a few.

He stressed that the CCP plays a crucial role in guiding government policies to steer the economy in the right
direction.

“The only sources of revenue are exports, taxes, and remittances. If businesses can’t compete domestically, how
can they compete internationally?” he said.

He also noted that competition drives innovation and efficiency, leading to better services, products, and more
exportable goods.

The CCP is focusing on reviewing the legal and regulatory frameworks in the energy and services sectors to
remove entry barriers and protectionist policies.

Dr. Sidhu also referred to global examples from the UK and the US, where market developments took
considerable time to unfold. “Similarly, Pakistan is at a developmental stage, and it will take time and effort to
fully implement effective competition policies,” Dr. Sidhu remarked, adding that the Constitutional Bench could
expedite the legal process.

He emphasized the need for collaboration between the media, government, and public in fulfilling the CCP’s
mandate against anti-competitive conduct. While acknowledging that Pakistan’s competition landscape is
evolving, he stressed that continued support from all stakeholders is crucial in fostering a healthy competition
regime.Pakistan's cuisine

The CCP officials provided a detailed briefing on ongoing inquiries and shared sample case studies from the
sugar, automobile and cement sectors. They also highlighted encouraging updates on Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) attracted through merger clearances and acknowledged the significant support extended by the Ministry
of Law, Ministry of Finance, the Supreme and High Courts. Journalists raised pertinent questions regarding the
CCP’s challenges in enforcing Competition Law, particularly the persistent backlog of cases in higher courts. CCP
officials provided comprehensive responses to the queries raised by the media representatives.

Mr. Shahzad Hussain (Director General), Mr. Noman Laig (Director General), Mr. Ahmed Qadir (Director
General), Dr. lkram ul Haq (Director General), Ms. Ambreen Abassi (Senior Legal Advisor) and Hafiz Naeem
(Senior Legal Advisor) along with other CCP officials attended the workshop.
https://www.app.com.pk/business/world-competition-day-ccp-discusses-progress-challenges-in-market-

integrity/

Urdu Point

World Competition Day: CCP Discusses Progress, Challenges In Market
Integrity

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) hosted a Media Workshop, bringing together senior journalists
from both print and electronic media to celebrate World Competition Day, observed annually on December 5th.

Dr. Kabir Sidhu, Chairman of CCP, emphasized the importance of fostering competition and creating a level
playing field across various sectors of the economy.

He highlighted the need to curb market abuse and manipulation, noting that healthy competition leads to more
equitable wealth distribution.

Dr. Sidhu explained that cartels exploit the market, concentrating wealth in the hands of a few.
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He stressed that the CCP plays a crucial role in guiding government policies to steer the economy in the right
direction.

"The only sources of revenue are exports, taxes, and remittances. If businesses can't compete domestically, how
can they compete internationally?" he said.

He also noted that competition drives innovation and efficiency, leading to better services, products, and more
exportable goods.

The CCP is focusing on reviewing the legal and regulatory frameworks in the energy and services sectors to
remove entry barriers and protectionist policies.

Dr. Sidhu also referred to global examples from the UK and the US, where market developments took
considerable time to unfold. "Similarly, Pakistan is at a developmental stage, and it will take time and effort to
fully implement effective competition policies," Dr.

Sidhu remarked, adding that the Constitutional Bench could expedite the legal process.

He emphasized the need for collaboration between the media, government, and public in fulfilling the CCP’s
mandate against anti-competitive conduct. While acknowledging that Pakistan’s competition landscape is
evolving, he stressed that continued support from all stakeholders is crucial in fostering a healthy competition
regime.

The CCP officials provided a detailed briefing on ongoing inquiries and shared sample case studies from the
sugar, automobile and cement sectors. They also highlighted encouraging updates on Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) attracted through merger clearances and acknowledged the significant support extended by the Ministry
of Law, Ministry of Finance, the Supreme and High Courts. Journalists raised pertinent questions regarding the
CCP’s challenges in enforcing Competition Law, particularly the persistent backlog of cases in higher courts. CCP
officials provided comprehensive responses to the queries raised by the media representatives.

Mr. Shahzad Hussain (Director General), Mr. Noman Laiq (Director General), Mr. Ahmed Qadir (Director
General), Dr. lkram ul Haqg (Director General), Ms. Ambreen Abassi (Senior Legal Advisor) and Hafiz Naeem
(Senior Legal Advisor) along with other CCP officials attended the workshop.
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/business/world-competition-day-ccp-discusses-progress-1889346.html
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