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Business Recorder

Cartelization, collusion practices: CCP asked to expedite inquiries

Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Muhammad Aurangzeb has directed the Competition Commission of Pakistan
(CCP) to expedite its inquiries and investigations into cartelization and collusion practices.

The Minister assured CCP of government’s complete support and resolve to discipline markets, promote best practices
and foster competition.

The Federal Minister visited the CCP head office Tuesday to receive a comprehensive briefing on the Commission’s
performance. Chairman CCP, Dr Kabir Ahmed Sidhu, briefed the Minister on ongoing inquiries, provided details of
significant cases pending in courts, and outlined recent initiatives to strengthen the CCP. The briefing was attended by
CCP members Saeed Nawaz, Salman Amin and, Abdul Rashid Sheikh, along with senior management.

Fighting cartelism: CCP brings enforcement, policy actions under focus

Senator Aurangzeb expressed his appreciation for the Commission’s efforts but stressed the importance of adopting
modern technologies and data analytics, to monitor and detect cartelization and collusion. He assured CCP of the
government’s full support, including budgetary provisions to digitalize the Commission’s operations and implement
international benchmarking practices to strengthen its capabilities.

“The government is determined to discipline the markets and stop illegal practices at any cost. The Commission has the
full backing of the government, and we expect the ongoing inquiries to be completed swiftly. However, it is crucial that
the due process is followed, and there is no harassment,” the Minister stated.

Dr Sidhu apprised the Minister that there was a backlog of 567 cases involving penalties worth Rs 74 billion. Over the
past year, the Commission has made significant progress by recovering Rs 100 million in penalties and resolving 73 cases
in courts. He also provided details of the number of pending cases, with around 200 in the Supreme Court, 179 in the
Competition Appellate Tribunal, and 146 in various high courts.

A key development was the establishment of the Market Intelligence Unit (MIU), which has already identified over 150
instances of anti-competitive practices by using advanced data collection and analysis techniques. Dr Kabir also
highlighted CCP’s research reports on market competitiveness in sectors such as insurance, aviation, road construction,
and power. The Minister commended the reports, urging government departments to leverage CCP’s findings to drive
sectoral reforms.

Senator Aurangzeb also assured Dr Kabir Sidhu of his support in requesting the Chief Justice of Pakistan to help expedite
the resolution of competition-related cases. He also mentioned that he would approach the Federal Minister for Law
and Justice for the early appointment of the Chairman and members for the Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT).



The Minister further advised the CCP to engage the best legal professionals to pursue its cases and suggested
establishing service legal agreements (SLAs) with agencies like the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) to ensure the
timely forensic examination of evidence collected during raids.

“The performance of the Competition Commission has been commendable, but there is always room for improvement.
The goal is to make CCP more effective in its mission to curb market abuse and ensure fair competition,” the Finance
Minister concluded.
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40335817/cartelization-collusion-practices-ccp-asked-to-expedite-inquiries

Dawn

CCP asked to expedite action against cartels

Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb directed the Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) on Tuesday to expedite
inquiries and investigations into cartelisation and collusion practices by adopting modern technologies and data
analytics.

During his visit to the CCP headquarters, Chairman Dr Kabir Ahmed Sidhu gave the minister a comprehensive briefing
on the commission’s performance and ongoing inquiries. Mr Aurangzeb assured CCP of the government’s full support,
including budgetary provisions to digitalise the commission’s operations and implement international benchmarking
practices to strengthen its capabilities.

“The government is determined to discipline the markets and stop illegal practices at any cost. The commission has the
government’s full backing, and we expect the ongoing inquiries to be completed swiftly.

However, it is crucial that the due process is followed, and there is no harassment,” the minister stated.

Dr Sidhu apprised the minister that there was a backlog of 567 cases involving penalties worth Rs74 billion. Over the
past year the commission made significant progress by recovering Rs100 million in penalties and resolving 73 court
cases, he added.

He also provided details of pending cases, with 200 in the Supreme Court, 179 in the Competition Appellate Tribunal,
and 146 in high courts. The minister was informed that a key development was the establishment of the Market
Intelligence Unit (MIU), which has already identified over 150 instances of anti-competitive practices using advanced
data collection and analysis techniques.
https://www.dawn.com/news/1876577/ccp-asked-to-expedite-action-against-cartels

The Nation

Aurangzeb directs CCP to expedite its inquiries, investigations

Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, has directed the Competition Commission
of Pakistan (CCP) to expedite its inquiries and investigations into cartelisation and collusion practices.

The federal minister visited the CCP head office yesterday to receive a comprehensive briefing on the Commission’s
performance. Chairman CCP, Dr Kabir Ahmed Sidhu briefed the minister on ongoing inquiries, provided details of
significant cases pending in courts, and outlined recent initiatives to strengthen the CCP. The briefing was attended by
CCP members Saeed Nawaz, Salman Amin and, Abdul Rashid Sheikh, along with senior management.

Senator Aurangzeb expressed his appreciation for the Commission’s efforts but stressed the importance of adopting
modern technologies and data analytics, to monitor and detect cartelization and collusion. He assured CCP of the
government’s full support, including budgetary provisions to digitalize the Commission’s operations and implement
international benchmarking practices to strengthen its capabilities. “The government is determined to discipline the
markets and stop illegal practices at any cost. The Commission has the full backing of the government, and we expect


https://www.brecorder.com/news/40335817/cartelization-collusion-practices-ccp-asked-to-expedite-inquiries
https://www.dawn.com/news/1876577/ccp-asked-to-expedite-action-against-cartels

the ongoing inquiries to be completed swiftly. However, it is crucial that the due process is followed, and there is no
harassment,” the minister stated.

Pakistani Blind Cricket Team’s achievement of becoming world champions remarkable: Mayor Wahab

Dr. Sidhu apprised the minister that there was a backlog of 567 cases involving penalties worth Rs74 billion. Over the
past year, the Commission has made significant progress by recovering Rs100 million in penalties and resolving 73 cases
in courts. He also provided details of the number of pending cases, with around 200 in the Supreme Court, 179 in the
Competition Appellate Tribunal, and 146 in various high courts.

A key development was the establishment of the Market Intelligence Unit (MIU), which has already identified over 150
instances of anti-competitive practices by using advanced data collection and analysis techniques. Dr. Kabir also
highlighted CCP’s research reports on market competitiveness in sectors such as insurance, aviation, road construction,
and power. The minister commended the reports, urging government departments to leverage CCP’s findings to drive
sectoral reforms. Senator Aurangzeb also assured Dr Kabir Sidhu of his support in requesting the Chief Justice of Pakistan
to help expedite the resolution of competition-related cases. He also mentioned that he would approach the Federal
Minister for Law and Justice for the early appointment of the chairman and members for the Competition Appellate
Tribunal (CAT).

The minister further advised the CCP to engage the best legal professionals to pursue its cases and suggested
establishing service legal agreements (SLAs) with agencies like the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) to ensure the
timely forensic examination of evidence collected during raids. “The performance of the Competition Commission has
been commendable, but there is always room for improvement. The goal is to make CCP more effective in its mission
to curb market abuse and ensure fair competition,” the finance minister concluded.
https://www.nation.com.pk/04-Dec-2024/aurangzeb-directs-ccp-to-expedite-its-inquiries-investigations

Pakistan Observer

Aurangzeb directs swift action on cartels, offers full support to CCP

The Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, has directed the Competition
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) to expedite its inquiries and investigations into cartelization and collusion practices.

The minister assured CCP of the government’s complete support and resolve to discipline markets, promote best
practices and foster competition.

The federal minister visited the CCP head office today to receive a comprehensive briefing on the Commission’s
performance. Chairman CCP, Dr. Kabir Ahmed Sidhu, briefed the minister on ongoing inquiries, provided details of
significant cases pending in courts, and outlined recent initiatives to strengthen the CCP.

The briefing was attended by CCP members Saeed Nawaz, Salman Amin and Abdul Rashid Sheikh, along with senior
management.
https://pakobserver.net/aurangzeb-directs-swift-action-on-cartels-offers-full-support-to-ccp/

CustomsNews

Finance Minister directed swift action on cartels, offers full support to CCP

The Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, has directed the Competition
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) to expedite its inquiries and investigations into cartelization and collusion practices. The
Minister assured CCP of government’s complete support and resolve to discipline markets, promote best practices and
foster competition.

The Federal Minister visited the CCP head office today to receive a comprehensive briefing on the Commission’s
performance. Chairman CCP, Dr. Kabir Ahmed Sidhu, briefed the Minister on ongoing inquiries, provided details of


https://www.nation.com.pk/04-Dec-2024/aurangzeb-directs-ccp-to-expedite-its-inquiries-investigations
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significant cases pending in courts, and outlined recent initiatives to strengthen the CCP. The briefing was attended by
CCP members Mr. Saeed Nawaz, Mr. Salman Amin and, Mr. Abdul Rashid Sheikh, along with senior management.

Senator Aurangzeb expressed his appreciation for the Commission’s efforts but stressed the importance of adopting
modern technologies and data analytics, to monitor and detect cartelization and collusion. He assured CCP of the
government’s full support, including budgetary provisions to digitalize the Commission’s operations and implement
international benchmarking practices to strengthen its capabilities. “The government is determined to discipline the
markets and stop illegal practices at any cost. The Commission has the full backing of the government, and we expect
the ongoing inquiries to be completed swiftly. However, it is crucial that the due process is followed, and there is no
harassment,” the Minister stated.

Dr. Sidhu apprised the Minister that there was a backlog of 567 cases involving penalties worth PKR 74 billion. Over the
past year, the Commission has made significant progress by recovering PKR 100 million in penalties and resolving 73
cases in courts. He also provided details of the number of pending cases, with around 200 in the Supreme Court, 179 in
the Competition Appellate Tribunal, and 146 in various high courts. A key development was the establishment of the
Market Intelligence Unit (MIU), which has already identified over 150 instances of anti-competitive practices by using
advanced data collection and analysis techniques. Dr. Kabir also highlighted CCP’s research reports on market
competitiveness in sectors such as insurance, aviation, road construction, and power. The Minister commended the
reports, urging government departments to leverage CCP’s findings to drive sectoral reforms.

Senator Aurangzeb also assured Dr. Kabir Sidhu of his support in requesting the Chief Justice of Pakistan to help expedite
the resolution of competition-related cases. He also mentioned that he would approach the Federal Minister for Law
and Justice for the early appointment of the Chairman and members for the Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT). The
Minister further advised the CCP to engage the best legal professionals to pursue its cases and suggested establishing
service legal agreements (SLAs) with agencies like the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) to ensure the timely forensic
examination of evidence collected during raids.

“The performance of the Competition Commission has been commendable, but there is always room for improvement.
The goal is to make CCP more effective in its mission to curb market abuse and ensure fair competition,” the Finance
Minister concluded.
https://customnews.pk/2024/12/03/finance-minister-directed-swift-action-on-cartels-offers-full-support-to-ccp/

Profit by Pakistan Today

Finance minister orders swift action against cartels, backs CCP with resources

Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, has instructed the Competition Commission
of Pakistan (CCP) to accelerate its investigations into cartelization and anti-competitive practices, pledging full
government support to enhance the Commission’s operational capabilities.

During a visit to the CCP headquarters, the Minister received a comprehensive briefing from Chairman Dr. Kabir Ahmed
Sidhu on the Commission’s progress and challenges. The Chairman highlighted a backlog of 567 cases, with potential
penalties amounting to PKR 74 billion. Despite these hurdles, the CCP has resolved 73 cases in the past year and
recovered PKR 100 million in fines.

Dr. Sidhu also informed the Minister that delays persist in key judicial forums, with 200 cases pending in the Supreme
Court, 179 in the Competition Appellate Tribunal, and 146 in various high courts. The Chairman emphasized the critical
need for additional resources and government intervention to expedite these cases.

Senator Aurangzeb assured the Commission of his support in seeking assistance from the Chief Justice of Pakistan to
prioritise competition-related cases. He also committed to working with the Law Ministry for the prompt appointment
of tribunal members to address the backlog.


https://customnews.pk/2024/12/03/finance-minister-directed-swift-action-on-cartels-offers-full-support-to-ccp/

A key development discussed during the meeting was the establishment of the Market Intelligence Unit (MIU), which
has already identified over 150 instances of anti-competitive behavior using advanced data analytics. The Minister
commended the CCP’s use of technology and stressed the importance of digital transformation to improve efficiency.

“The government is determined to discipline markets and eliminate illegal practices. We expect the Commission to
expedite ongoing inquiries, but due process must be followed to avoid any perception of harassment,” Senator
Aurangzeb stated.

The Minister further advised the CCP to engage top-tier legal experts and explore service-level agreements with agencies
like the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) for forensic examination of evidence collected during investigations. He
reaffirmed the government’s commitment to providing budgetary support for the Commission’s modernization efforts.

“The CCP’s performance has been commendable, but there is always room for improvement. Strengthening the
Commission is essential for fostering fair competition and protecting consumer rights,” the Finance Minister concluded.
https://profit.pakistantoday.com.pk/2024/12/03/finance-minister-orders-swift-action-against-cartels-backs-ccp-with-

resources/

The Azb News

Finance Minister directed swift action on cartels, offers full support to CCP

The Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, has directed the Competition
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) to expedite its inquiries and investigations into cartelization and collusion practices. The
Minister assured CCP of government’s complete support and resolve to discipline markets, promote best practices and
foster competition.

The Federal Minister visited the CCP head office today to receive a comprehensive briefing on the Commission’s
performance. Chairman CCP, Dr. Kabir Ahmed Sidhu, briefed the Minister on ongoing inquiries, provided details of
significant cases pending in courts, and outlined recent initiatives to strengthen the CCP. The briefing was attended by
CCP members Mr. Saeed Nawaz, Mr. Salman Amin and, Mr. Abdul Rashid Sheikh, along with senior management.

Senator Aurangzeb expressed his appreciation for the Commission’s efforts but stressed the importance of adopting
modern technologies and data analytics, to monitor and detect cartelization and collusion. He assured CCP of the
government’s full support, including budgetary provisions to digitalize the Commission’s operations and implement
international benchmarking practices to strengthen its capabilities. “The government is determined to discipline the
markets and stop illegal practices at any cost. The Commission has the full backing of the government, and we expect
the ongoing inquiries to be completed swiftly. However, it is crucial that the due process is followed, and there is no
harassment,” the Minister stated.

Dr. Sidhu apprised the Minister that there was a backlog of 567 cases involving penalties worth PKR 74 billion. Over the
past year, the Commission has made significant progress by recovering PKR 100 million in penalties and resolving 73
cases in courts. He also provided details of the number of pending cases, with around 200 in the Supreme Court, 179 in
the Competition Appellate Tribunal, and 146 in various high courts. A key development was the establishment of the
Market Intelligence Unit (MIU), which has already identified over 150 instances of anti-competitive practices by using
advanced data collection and analysis techniques. Dr. Kabir also highlighted CCP’s research reports on market
competitiveness in sectors such as insurance, aviation, road construction, and power. The Minister commended the
reports, urging government departments to leverage CCP’s findings to drive sectoral reforms.

Senator Aurangzeb also assured Dr. Kabir Sidhu of his support in requesting the Chief Justice of Pakistan to help expedite
the resolution of competition-related cases. He also mentioned that he would approach the Federal Minister for Law
and Justice for the early appointment of the Chairman and members for the Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT). The
Minister further advised the CCP to engage the best legal professionals to pursue its cases and suggested establishing
service legal agreements (SLAs) with agencies like the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) to ensure the timely forensic
examination of evidence collected during raids.


https://profit.pakistantoday.com.pk/2024/12/03/finance-minister-orders-swift-action-against-cartels-backs-ccp-with-resources/
https://profit.pakistantoday.com.pk/2024/12/03/finance-minister-orders-swift-action-against-cartels-backs-ccp-with-resources/

“The performance of the Competition Commission has been commendable, but there is always room for improvement.
The goal is to make CCP more effective in its mission to curb market abuse and ensure fair competition,” the Finance
Minister concluded.

https://theazb.com/finance-minister-directed-swift-action-on-cartels-offers-full-support-to-ccp/

24 Digital News

Finance minister directs CCP to eliminate monopoly of cartels

Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb on Tuesday directed the Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) officials to
take solid steps to eliminate the monopoly of cartels in different markets, reported 24NewsHD TV channel.

During his visit to the CCP, the minister said the federal government would provide complete support to the commission
for the purpose. “Use modern techniques and data to monitor the markets so that the companies, which are part of
cartels, could be taken to the task,” he said, and directed the CCP to complete inquiries against groupings in the market
as soon as possible.

“1 will talk to the FIA DG for the early forensic of the evidence found against cartels,” Aurangzeb said.

He assured the commission of the government’s complete support for its efforts to create a competitive environment
in markets.

He stressed the need for automation to provide the CCP with a strong base.

The minister also asked the government departments to benefit from the commission’s different research reports. “The
policy is clear that the government has nothing to do with the businesses which belong to the private sector,” Aurangzeb
said.

“The CCP’s performance is quite better. However, we will make further improvements.”

He said he would request Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Justice Yahya Afridi to form special benches to hear the CCP-
related cases. “I request the Supreme Court (SC) to assist in the cases involving the government’s revenue.”

A delegation headed by Chairman of Supreme Council All Pakistan Anjuman-e-Tajran Naseem Mir on Tuesday held a
detailed meeting with Federal Minister for Finance Mohammad Aurangzeb in Islamabad.

Federal Board of Revenue Chairman Rashid Mehmood Langarial was also present during the meeting.

Aurangzeb told the participants of the meeting that all retailers, and wholesalers will be brought into the tax net.
Mohammad Aurangzeb said that it is our national duty to pay taxes and for this purpose everyone has to pay tax.

He assured businessmen that government will take all measure to provide relief to small traders, while Naeem Mir said

that business community will also extend full support to the government in this regard.
https://24newshd.tv/03-Dec-2024/finance-minister-directs-ccp-to-eliminate-monopoly-of-cartels

Bloom Paksitan

Finance Minister directed swift action on cartels, offers full support to CCP

The Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, has directed the Competition
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) to expedite its inquiries and investigations into cartelization and collusion practices. The
Minister assured CCP of government’s complete support and resolve to discipline markets, promote best practices and
foster competition.


https://theazb.com/finance-minister-directed-swift-action-on-cartels-offers-full-support-to-ccp/
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The Federal Minister visited the CCP head office today to receive a comprehensive briefing on the Commission’s
performance. Chairman CCP, Dr. Kabir Ahmed Sidhu, briefed the Minister on ongoing inquiries, provided details of
significant cases pending in courts, and outlined recent initiatives to strengthen the CCP. The briefing was attended by
CCP members Mr. Saeed Nawaz, Mr. Salman Amin and, Mr. Abdul Rashid Sheikh, along with senior management.

Senator Aurangzeb expressed his appreciation for the Commission’s efforts but stressed the importance of adopting
modern technologies and data analytics, to monitor and detect cartelization and collusion. He assured CCP of the
government’s full support, including budgetary provisions to digitalize the Commission’s operations and implement
international benchmarking practices to strengthen its capabilities.

“The government is determined to discipline the markets and stop illegal practices at any cost. The Commission has the
full backing of the government, and we expect the ongoing inquiries to be completed swiftly. However, it is crucial that
the due process is followed, and there is no harassment,” the Minister stated.

Dr. Sidhu apprised the Minister that there was a backlog of 567 cases involving penalties worth PKR 74 billion. Over the
past year, the Commission has made significant progress by recovering PKR 100 million in penalties and resolving 73
cases in courts. He also provided details of the number of pending cases, with around 200 in the Supreme Court, 179 in
the Competition Appellate Tribunal, and 146 in various high courts.

A key development was the establishment of the Market Intelligence Unit (MIU), which has already identified over 150
instances of anti-competitive practices by using advanced data collection and analysis techniques. Dr. Kabir also
highlighted CCP’s research reports on market competitiveness in sectors such as insurance, aviation, road construction,
and power. The Minister commended the reports, urging government departments to leverage CCP’s findings to drive
sectoral reforms.

Senator Aurangzeb also assured Dr. Kabir Sidhu of his support in requesting the Chief Justice of Pakistan to help expedite
the resolution of competition-related cases. He also mentioned that he would approach the Federal Minister for Law
and Justice for the early appointment of the Chairman and members for the Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT).

The Minister further advised the CCP to engage the best legal professionals to pursue its cases and suggested
establishing service legal agreements (SLAs) with agencies like the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) to ensure the
timely forensic examination of evidence collected during raids.

“The performance of the Competition Commission has been commendable, but there is always room for improvement.
The goal is to make CCP more effective in its mission to curb market abuse and ensure fair competition,” the Finance
Minister concluded.
https://www.bloompakistan.com/finance-minister-directed-swift-action-on-cartels-offers-full-support-to-ccp/

NewzShewz

Finance Minister directed swift action on cartels, offers full support to CCP

The Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, has directed the Competition
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) to expedite its inquiries and investigations into cartelization and collusion practices. The
Minister assured CCP of government’s complete support and resolve to discipline markets, promote best practices and
foster competition.

The Federal Minister visited the CCP head office today to receive a comprehensive briefing on the Commission’s
performance. Chairman CCP, Dr. Kabir Ahmed Sidhu, briefed the Minister on ongoing inquiries, provided details of
significant cases pending in courts, and outlined recent initiatives to strengthen the CCP. The briefing was attended by
CCP members Mr. Saeed Nawaz, Mr. Salman Amin and, Mr. Abdul Rashid Sheikh, along with senior management.

Senator Aurangzeb expressed his appreciation for the Commission’s efforts but stressed the importance of adopting
modern technologies and data analytics, to monitor and detect cartelization and collusion. He assured CCP of the
government’s full support, including budgetary provisions to digitalize the Commission’s operations and implement
international benchmarking practices to strengthen its capabilities.


https://www.bloompakistan.com/finance-minister-directed-swift-action-on-cartels-offers-full-support-to-ccp/

“The government is determined to discipline the markets and stop illegal practices at any cost. The Commission has the
full backing of the government, and we expect the ongoing inquiries to be completed swiftly. However, it is crucial that
the due process is followed, and there is no harassment,” the Minister stated.

Dr. Sidhu apprised the Minister that there was a backlog of 567 cases involving penalties worth PKR 74 billion. Over the
past year, the Commission has made significant progress by recovering PKR 100 million in penalties and resolving 73
cases in courts. He also provided details of the number of pending cases, with around 200 in the Supreme Court, 179 in
the Competition Appellate Tribunal, and 146 in various high courts.

A key development was the establishment of the Market Intelligence Unit (MIU), which has already identified over 150
instances of anti-competitive practices by using advanced data collection and analysis techniques. Dr. Kabir also
highlighted CCP’s research reports on market competitiveness in sectors such as insurance, aviation, road construction,
and power. The Minister commended the reports, urging government departments to leverage CCP’s findings to drive
sectoral reforms.

Senator Aurangzeb also assured Dr. Kabir Sidhu of his support in requesting the Chief Justice of Pakistan to help expedite
the resolution of competition-related cases. He also mentioned that he would approach the Federal Minister for Law
and Justice for the early appointment of the Chairman and members for the Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT).

The Minister further advised the CCP to engage the best legal professionals to pursue its cases and suggested
establishing service legal agreements (SLAs) with agencies like the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) to ensure the
timely forensic examination of evidence collected during raids.

“The performance of the Competition Commission has been commendable, but there is always room for improvement.
The goal is to make CCP more effective in its mission to curb market abuse and ensure fair competition,” the Finance
Minister concluded.
https://newzshewz.com/finance-minister-directed-swift-action-on-cartels-offers-full-support-to-ccp/

Mashriq Vibes

Finance Minister directs swift action on cartels, offers full support to CCP

The Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, has directed the Competition
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) to expedite its inquiries and investigations into cartelization and collusion practices.

The minister assured CCP of the government’s complete support and resolve to discipline markets, promote best
practices and foster competition.

The federal minister visited the CCP head office today to receive a comprehensive briefing on the Commission’s
performance. Chairman CCP, Dr. Kabir Ahmed Sidhu, briefed the minister on ongoing inquiries, provided details of
significant cases pending in courts, and outlined recent initiatives to strengthen the CCP.

The briefing was attended by CCP members Saeed Nawaz, Salman Amin and Abdul Rashid Sheikh, along with senior
management.

Senator Aurangzeb expressed his appreciation for the Commission’s efforts but stressed the importance of adopting
modern technologies, including chatbots and data analytics, to monitor and detect cartelization and collusion. He


https://newzshewz.com/finance-minister-directed-swift-action-on-cartels-offers-full-support-to-ccp/

assured CCP of the government’s full support, including budgetary provisions to digitalize the Commission’s operations
and implement international benchmarking practices to strengthen its capabilities.

“The government is determined to discipline the markets and stop illegal practices at any cost. The Commission has the
full backing of the government, and we expect the ongoing inquiries to be completed swiftly. However, it is crucial that
the due process is followed, and there is no harassment,” the minister stated.

Dr. Sidhu apprised the minister that there was a backlog of 567 cases involving penalties worth PKR 74 million. Over the
past year, the Commission has made significant progress by recovering PKR 100 million in penalties and resolving 73
cases in courts.

See also Core inflation decelerates to 4.9 percent in November
He provided details of the number of pending cases, with around 200 in the Supreme Court, 179 in the Competition
Appellate Tribunal, and 146 in various high courts.

A key development was the establishment of the Market Intelligence Unit (MIU), which has already identified over 150
instances of anti-competitive practices by using advanced data collection and analysis techniques. Dr. Kabir also
highlighted CCP’s research reports on market competitiveness in sectors such as insurance, aviation, road construction,
and power. The Minister commended the reports, urging government departments to leverage CCP’s findings to drive
sectoral reforms.

Senator Aurangzeb also assured Dr. Kabir Sidhu of his support in requesting the Chief Justice of Pakistan to help expedite
the resolution of competition-related cases. He also mentioned that he would approach the Federal Minister for Law
and Justice for the early appointment of the Chairman and members for the Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT).

The minister further advised the CCP to engage the best legal professionals to pursue its cases and suggested
establishing service legal agreements (SLAs) with agencies like the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) to ensure the
timely forensic examination of evidence collected during raids.

“The performance of the Competition Commission has been commendable, but there is always room for improvement.
The goal is to make CCP more effective in its mission to curb market abuse and ensure fair competition,” the finance

minister concluded.

https://mashrigtv.pk/en/2024/12/03/finance-minister-directs-swift-action-on-cartels-offers-full-support-to-ccp/
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Finance Minister directs swift action on
cartels, offers full support to CCP

T he Federal Minister for Finance and Revensr, Senator Mahammad Aurangech,

has directed the Competition Commission of Pal istas (CCP) 10 expedite its

inquines and investiygas sateon and collenion practices. The minis-
ter assured OCP of the povernas ¢ gyort and cosalve to Sucipline mar-
Lets, promote best practices and foster comgetition The foderal minmmter visited the
CCP head office 1oday 1o teceive 8 comprebenaive briefiag on the Comminaion’s per-
formance. Chatrmman OCP, I Kabis Abmied Sufha. brisfed the minister on ongoing
inquiries, provided detals of sapnificest Cases pemding 2 Cousts, and outlzed recent
initiatives 10 strengthen the OCF The bructing rended by CCP members Saced
Nawar, Salman Amin snd Ahdul Rashid Sheuh

TS

the importance of sdoping modom tocd lading (Aatdots and data analytics,
1o monitor and detect cartelization and o son He sssueed CCP of the government's
full support, including badpotany z‘:. . d Comm:

and tmplement intermstions] benils

porernmes drtermunoed Lo dixt op 11

cost. The Commission has the full baching of the government, aad we eapest the ongo-
ing inguinies 1o he comy letnd suifily Howeser, it bs crucial that the dus process s fol
fowed, and there ts o harsssmest,” the mintstor stated Do Sufha apprised the minister
that there was 2 bachlog of 567 cases tselving penaltios worth PRK 74 million Over
the past year, the Commission bas made significast progress by recovening PKR 100
million 10 penalties end resodving 73 Cases 1 couns He provided details of the sumber
of pending cases, with atound 200 in the Sepeome Count, 179 @ the Competition
Appellate Tribusal, #0d 146 0 vanioes high courts. A bey .anl}-zm! was the eatabs
lishment of the Market latelligence Unit (MIU), which bas alicady identifiod over 150
nstances of anticompetiive prautices by esing advanied dats collection and analyss
techniques De Kabur also Righlightad CCFs roscarch reports on market competitive
ness 10 secton such & serance, svistion, mad ¢ rection, asd poscr The Misister
commendad the reports, erging goversment depar 35 10 beversge CCP's findings (o
drive soctoral reforms, Sesator Awrangeed stso sssired Dr Kadar Sidhu of bes sappovt -
in requesting the Chief Justice of Pakistan 10 help capedite the resolation of compett
ton-relatod cases. He also acd that be would appros. ederal Migister for
Law and Justice for the carly appe 1 of the Chaman and members for the
Competition Appellate Tndenal (CAT) The suaister fendher advised the CCP (o eapage
the best begal professsonals to punsue i cases and seggrsted extablndung service kpl'

~ e,

agrocments (SLAs) with agencies bie the Federal In = Agency (FIA) o ensure

the timely forensic examisaton of evideas d S ads. “The performance

of the Competiton Comminicon has beca ¢ daby i always toum for
5 s misea to curb market

improvement. The goal &

e CCP morc
abuse and ensure falr compe .
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