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CCP issues
Policy Note
to federal,

provincial govts
ISLAMABAD: The

Competition Commission of
Pakistan (CCP) has issued a
Policy Note to the federal and
!provincial governments recorn-
rnending that they suitably
::u"l1end, within their territorial
Uurisdictions, the Partnership
'Act, 1932, the Societies
Registration Act, 1860, the
.Vo l unr ary Social Welfare
'Agencies (Registration &
'Control) Ordinance, 1961, the
:Trusts Act, 1882 and the Co-
,Operative Societies Act, 1925
-so as to bar registration of
'potent ia lly deceptive firm
'names with an aim to minimize
:the potential for deceptive mar-
-kcting,

'~ The Policy Note further rec-
'ornrnends that the relevant
:name registration authorities at
the federal and provincial lev-
'els, such as the Registrar of
:Firms, the Registrar of Joint
.Stcck Companies and the
Registrar of Co-Oper ati ve
:Societies, take steps to create a
.coordination and cross-veri fica-
!tion mechanism amongst them-
:selves so that potentially decep-
'live firm names cannot be regis-
tercd anywhere in the country,

The registration of deceptive-
ly similar names of undertak-
ings is a competition concern as
it may lead to the dissemination
of information which causes
confusion in the minds of con-
sumers, Such information C8n
;,Iso cause harm to the value of
brands in which businesses
have invested heavily,
Furthermore, such actions may
lead to or amount to deceptive
marketing practices in violation
,of Section 10 of the
Competition Act, 2010, It is
pertinent to mention here that
deceptive marketing practices
[Ire harmful for both the end
consumers and the competing
businesses, Numerous cases
have been brought before CCP
regarding firms using registered
firm names to deceptive effect.
CCP noted that while the
Companies Ordinance, 1984
put a bar on the registration of
potentially deceptive company
uames, similar prohibition was
not in place for other methods
, f' firm L~lIl1C registration. The
,"<icy nc:c has therefore been
,;;sued '\i~:1 3 v:C\V to fccti(y,jng
!!;is situation.

The Policy Note has been
issued under Section 29 of the
Act, which empowers CCP to
review policy frameworks to

'-'(Cj" ~';C:rI'!pe~;tj,,-,nin ~~llsphucs
economic and commercial

.'.tivity and to suggest legisla-
live changes to the federal an::l
provincial govemmenrs=-Pk
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CCP for
amendmentI in name

I registration laws

I Our correspondent

ISLAMABAD:The Competition
Commission of Pakistan (CCP)
'has recommended' to f€~d~ral
and provincial governmentsto
amend name registrancn'laws
for firms to minimise potential
risk of deceptive marketing.

According to official an-
nouncement made by CCP
here on Tuesdaythe Commis-
sion issued a Policy Note to
the federal and provincial gov-
ernments recommending that
they suitably amend, within
their territorial jurisdictions,
the Partnership Act, 1932, the
Societies Registration Act,
1860, the Voluntary Social
Welfare Agencies (Registra-
tion & Control) Ordinance,
1961, the Trusts Act, 1882
and the Co-operative Soci-
eties Act, 1925 so as to bar
registration of potentially de-
ceptive firm names with an
aim to minimising the poten-
tial for deceptive marketing,

The PolicyNote further rec-
ommends that the relevant
name registration authorities
at the federal and provincial
levels,such as the Registrarof
Hrms, the Registrar of Joint
Stock Companies and the
Registrar of Co-operativeSoci-
eties, take steps to create a
coordination and cross-verifi-
cation mechanism amongst
themselves so that potentially
deceptive firm names cannot
be registered anywhere in the
country. The registration of de--
ceptively similar names of un-
dertakings is a competition
concern as it may lead to the
dissemination of information
which causes confusion in the
minds of consumers.
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Move to discourage
deceptive marketing
By A Reporter

ISLA~lrABAD:With the aim to discourage decep-
live marketing with the use of similar names, the
Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) issued a
policy note to the federal and provincial governments
recommending amendments of relevant laws.

These laws include the Partnership Act 1932, the
Societies Registration Act 1860, the Voluntary Social
Welfare Agencies (Registration and Control)
Ordinance 1961, the Trusts Act 1882 and the
Co-Operative Societies Act 1925, to bar registration
of potentially deceptive firm names.

The policy note further recommends the relevant
name registration authorities at the federal and pro-
vincial levels, including the Registrar of Firms,
Registrar of joiru Stock Companies and Registrar of
Co-Operative Societies, take steps to create a coordi-
nation and cross-verification mechanism amongst
themselves so that potentially deceptive firm names
cannot be registered anywhere in the country.

"The registration of deceptively similar names of
undertakings is a competition concern as it may lead
to the dissemination of information which causes con-
fusion in the minds of consumers," the CCP said.

Such information can also cause harm to the value
of brands in which businesses have invested heavily.
Furthermore, such actions may lead to or amount to
deceptive marketing practices in violation of Section
10 of the Competition Act, 2010.

It is pertinent to mention here that deceptive mar-
keting practices are harmful for both the end consum-
ers and the competing businesses.

Numerous cases have been brought before CCP
regarding firms using registered firm names to decep-
tive effect. CCP noted that while the Companies
Ordinance, 1984 put a bar 011 the registration of poten-
tially decepti vecompany names, similar prohibition was
not in place for other methods of firm name registration.
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CCP recommends
amendments in

firm name
registration laws

ISLAMABAD (Staff Reporter): The Com-
petition Commission of Pakistan (CCP)has
issued a Policy Note to the federal and
provincial governments recommending
barring registration of potentially decep-
tive firm names with an aim to minimise
the potential for deceptive marketing.

The CCPrecommended that federal and
provincial governments suitably amend,
within their territorial jurisdictions, the Part-
nership Act, 1932, the Societies Registration
Act, 1860, the Voluntary Social Welfare
Agencies (Registration & Control) Ordi-
nance, 1961. the Trusts Act, 1882 and the
Co-Operative Societies Act,1925 so as to bar
registration of potentially deceptive firm
names with an aim to minimize the potential
for deceptive marketing.

The Policy Note further recommends
that the relevant name registration au-
thorities at the federal and provincial
levels, such as the Registrar of Firms, the
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies and the
Registrar of Co-Operative Societies, take
steps to create a coordination and cross-
verification mechanism amongst them-
selves so that potentially deceptive firm
names cannot be registered anywhere in
the country.
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CCP recommends amendments
in firm name registration laws

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD-The Competition Commis-
sion of Pakistan (CCP) has issued a Policy
Note to the federal and provincial govern-
ments recommending that they suitably
amend, within their territorial jurisdictions,
the Partnership Act, 1932, the Societies
Registration Act, 1860, the Voluntary So-
cial Welfare Agencies (Registration & Con-
trol) Ordinance, 1961, the Trusts Act, 1882
and the Co-Operative Societies "let. 19?~
so as to bar registration of potentially de-
ceptive firm names with an aim to minimize
the potential for deceptive marketing.

The Policy Note further recommends
that the relevant name registration authori-
ties at the federal and provincial levels, such

as the Registrar of 'Firms, the Registrar of
Joint Stock Companies and the Registrar of
Co-Operative Societies, take steps to cre-
ate a coordination and cross-verification
mechan ism amongst therns e lves so that
potentially deceptive firm names cannot be
registered anywhere in the country.

The registration of deceptively similar
names of undertakings is a competition con-
cern as it may lead to the dissemination of
information, which causes confusion in the
minds or CO 11\I 1111l'r, SII,'h information can
also cause harm to the value of brands in
which businesses have invested heavily,
Furthermore, such actions- may lead to or
amount to deceptive marketing practices in
violation of Section 10 of the Competition
Act, 2010 (the 'Act'),
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