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Cases of Rs74bn fines still pending in courts: CCP

By Kalbe Ali
ISLAMABAD: Competition
Commission of Pakistan

Chairman Dr Kabir Ahmed
Sidhu has said that the commis-
sion has imposed penalties of
over Rs74 billion on cartels, but
all the cases with significant
fines are still pending in court for
a final decision. y
Addressing businessmen and
members of the Islamabad
| Chamber of Commerce and

Industry (ICCI) during an advo-
cacy session on Competition Law,
Dr Sidhu called upon the busi-
ness community to support the
CCP’s efforts in policing carteli-
sation and anti-competitive prac-
tices.

“The CCP alone cannot
enforce its writ unless it has the
support of all stakeholders,
including the business commu-
nity,” he stressed.

The chairman also mentioned
several sectors, such as sugar,
wheat, poultry, cement, automo-
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bile, and telecom, where CCP has
imposed substantial fines.

Dr Sidhu emphasised the
CCP’s vital role in ensuring free
and fair competition across all
commercial and economic activi-
ties to prevent market abuse and
promote good governance.

He also highlighted the signifi-
cant role of chambers of com-
merce in whistleblowing to iden-
tify cartels.

ICCI President Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari stressed the impor-
tance of providing a level playing

field for all business entities and
taking strict actions against car-
tels.

He noted that these measures
are crucial not only for facilitat-
ing business operations but also
for benefiting consumers.

Mr Bakhtawari affirmed the
ICCT’s full support for the CCP’s
mission, recognising the
Commission’s essential role in
driving economic growth and
protecting businesses and con-
sumers from anti-competitive
behaviour.
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Advocacy session
on Competition
Law held

ISLAMABAD (STAFF RE-
PORTER): Chairman Com-

© petition Commission of

W

\\\

Pakistan (CCP) Dr Kabir
Ahmed Sidhu called upon
the business community to

- supportthe CCP’'s effortsin

policing cartelization and
anti-competitive practices. -
He was addressing busi-
nessmen and members of
the Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
(1cCl) during an advocacy
session on Competition
Law. The session was also

- attended by President ICCI

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari,
ICCl executive comimittee
members, CCP Member
Salman Amin and other
senior officials. Dr Sidhu
emphasized the CCP’s vital
role in ensuring free and
fair competition across all
commercial and economic

. activities, aiming to pre-

vent market abuse and
promaote good governance.
He also highlighted the
significant role that cham-
bers of commerce play in
whistleblowing to identify
cartels. Highlighting the
performance of the CCP
he stated that the Commis-
sion has imposed PKR 74

- billion penalties on cartels

in sugar, wheat, poultry,
cement, automobile, and
telecom sectors. He added
that several significantcas-
es are currently pending in

- the apex court awaiting fi-

nal decisions. Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President of
the ICCI, while address-
ing the session, stressed
the importance of provid-
ing a level playing field
for all business entities
and taking strict actions
against cartels. He noted

. that these measures are

crucial not only for facili-
tating business operations
but also for benefiting
consumers. Bakhtawari

~affirmed the ICCl's full
" support for the CCP’s mis-

sion, recognizing the Com-
mission’s essential role in
driving economic growth
and protecting businesses
and consumers from anti-
competitive behaviourn
CCP Member Salman Amin
underscored the impor-
tance of advocacy and
training for the corporate
sector, stating that the CCP -
aims to ensure corrective
behaviour and sustainable

- compliance through these

measures.
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CCP plays pivotal role in ensuring free
and fair competition: Chairman

Pakistan (CCP) CCP Dr Kabir Ahmed

Sidhu Wednesday said that the com-
mission plays vital role in ensuring free and
fair competition in all spheres of commercial
and economic activities and prevent market
abuse 10 promote good governance.

In 2 briefing held at Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, he said that the
CCP also ensure corrective behavior and sus-
tainzble compliance through advocacy meas-
ures and trainings for the corporate sector,
said a press release.

He said that engagement with industry
and chambers is an integral part of its advoca-
ty outreach, therefore it has been enguging

C hzirman Competition Commission of

with chambers, academia and professional
bodies for the purpose and this session at ICCI
is also the part of the same engagements.

Dr Kabir said that CCP and Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and Industry?s
collaboration  will greatly contribute in
alleviating the concerns and complaints
regarding unfuir practices by certain busi-
ness entities therein: promotion of healthy
business environment.

Highlighting the performance of the
CCP he stated that heavy penalties are
imposed on violators of CCP Jaws and that a
number of cases are also pending in the apex
court for final decisions.

Speaking on the occasion, President

ICCI Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari underlined
the need for provision of level playing
field to all the business entities and strict
actions against the cartels not only for the
ease of business doing but for the benefit
of the consumers.

He said that CCP’s role in fostering a
competitive business environment in eco-
nomic growth of the country and protecting
businesses and consumers from anti-compet-
itive acts and behaviors is of paramount
importance and that ICCI will extend all out
support to CCP for the cause.

He also underlined the need for CCP's
full support for the promotion of startups and
entrepreneurships for the economic well-

being of the country by saying that ICCI is
looking forward to work with CCP in pro-
moting good corporate governance and com-
petition law compliance.

Secretary General United Business Group
Zafur Bakhtawari termed the healthy compe-
tition as an important essence for the advance-
ment of the businesses. He asserted that there
should be no liking and disliking and all the
stakeholders should be provided similar facil-
ities and fascinations for the initiatives.

He said that privatization, deregulation
and fair competition in energy sector is not
only the backbone of Pakistan?s economy
rather imperative for the integrity of the
country. ApP
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ISLAMABAD: Competition Com-
mission of Pakistan plays vital
role in ensuring free and fair
competition in all spheres of com
mercial and economic activities
and prevent market abuse to pro-
mote good governance, ensure
corrective behavior and sustaina-
ble compliance through advocacy
measures and trainings for the
corporate sector.

This has been stated by Chair-
man, Competition Commission
of Pakistan Dr Kabir Ahmed Sid-
hu during a briefing at Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try. He said that engagement with
industry and chambers is an inte-
gral part of its advocacy outreach,
therefore it has been engaging
with chambers, academia and pro-
fessional bodies for the purpose
and this session at ICCl is also the
part of the same engagements,

Dr Kabir Ahmed Sidhu went on to
say that Competition Commission

of Pakistan and Islamabad Cham-

ber of Commerce and Industry’s

collaboration will greatly contrib-

ute in alleviating the concerns

and complaints regarding unfair

practices by certain business entr

ties therein promotion of healthy

business environment. Highlight-

ing the performance of the CCP

he stated that heavy penaltics

are imposed on violators of CCP

laws and that a number of cases

are also pending in the apex count

for final decisions. President |»

lamabad Chamber of Commerce

and Industry Ahsan Zafar Bakht
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CCP ensures free, fair
Competition: Chairman

Dr Kabir Ahmed Sidhu went on to say that Competition Commission of Pakistan
and Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s collaboration will greatly contribute

in alleviating the concerns and complaints regarding unfair practices by certain business entities

therein promotion of healthy business environment

awari in his welcome address un-
derlined the need for provision of
level playing field to all the busi
ness entities and strict actions
against the cartels not only for the
ease of business doing but for the
benefit of the consumers. He
said that CCP's role in foster
ing & competitive business en-
vir tin ec growth
of the country and protecting
businesses and consumers from
anti-competitive acts and behav-
iors is of paramount importance
and that ICCI will extend all out
support to CCP for the cause.
He also underlined the need
for CCP's full support for the
promotion of startups and entre-

preneurships for the economic
well-being of the country by say-
ing that ICCI is looking forward
to work with CCP in promoting
good corporate governance and

competition law compliance.
Secretary General United Busi-
ness Group Zafar Bakhtawari
termed the healthy compelition
as an important essence for the
advancement of the businesses.
He asserted that there should
be no liking and disliking and all
the stakeholders should be pro-
vided similar facilities and fasci-
nations for the initiatives.

He also stated that privatization,
deregulation and fair competi
tion in energy sector is not only

the backbone of Pakistan's econ-
omy rather imperative for the in-
tegrity of the country. Shahzad
Hussain, Director General Advo-
cacy in his in-depth presentation
enlightened the participants
about the working of the CCP
by saying that it closely keeps
watch on abuse of dominant po-
sitions, exploitative behaviors,
discrimination in price, unrea-
sonable price hike, carteliza-
tion and such other unhealthy
practices to ensure the free and
fair business atmosphere in the
country. Salman Amin, Mem-
ber, Advocacy & Exemptions
expressed the hope that the
awareness session will prove

useful for the attendees. Senior
Vice President ICCI Faad Waheed
in his vote of thanks said that CCP
enjoys the powers of suo moto ac-
tion, thereby it s imperative that
it should intiate actions by self
in the matters of importance and
urgency o curb corrupl practic-
es. Mian Ramzan, Convener Tax
Committee ICCI conducted the
ceremony in excellent manners.
Those present on the occasion
were Yousuf Rajput, Raja llas-

san Akhtar, Malik Shabbir, Ch.
Magsood Tabish, Ashfaq Chattah,
Malik Naveed, Shaikh Hameed,
Ch. Babar, Sajid Iqbal, Khalid Ch.
Malik Mohsin, Ch. Ifan, Imtiaz
Abbasi Zia Ch and others,
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‘CCP 1imposes Rs74bn of penalties on cartels bul cases
still pending in courls’

Sohail Sarlraz Published aboul 4 hours ago

ISLAMAEAD: Chairman Compettion Commission of Pakistan (CCF), Dr
Kabir Ahmed Sidhu, Thursday said that CCP had imposed Bs =4 billion of
penalties on cartels but all the cases with significant fines are still pending in
courts for final decision.

The Chaitman menticned several key sectors such as sugar, wheat, ponliry, cement,
antomobile, and telecom where CCP has imposed substantial fines.

He called npom the business community to suppart the CCP's efforts in palicing
cartalization and anti-competitive practices. He said CCP alona conld not enforce its writ,
unleszs it had the support of all stakehalders, including the business community.

The Chairman addressed businessmen and members of the 1s]lamabad Chamber of
Commerea & Industry (ICCT) during an advecacy session on Competition Law hosted by
ICCI.

The se=zion was alse attended by President 1CCT Ahsan Zafar Eakhtawari, ICCT executiva
committee mambers, CCPF Member Salman Amin and other senior official=.

Dr sidhm emphaszized the CCPs vital role in ensuring free and fair compstition actoss all
commercial and economic activitias, aiming to prevent market abuss and promots good
governance. He also highlighted the significant rols that chambers of commerce play in
whiztle-blowing to idantify cartels.

Highlighting the performance of the ©CP, he stated that the Commizzion had imposad
PER 74 billicn penaltias on cartels in sugar, wheat, poultry, cement, automehbile, and
telecom sactors. He addad that several significant cases ara currently pending in the apex
conrt awaiting final dacision=.

Ahsan Tafar Bakhtawari, President of the 1CCI, while addres=ing the sassion, welcomead
the Chairman and his team at ICCI. He stressad the importanes of providing a level
playing feld for all business entities and taking strict actions against cartals. He noted that
those measures wera crucial not only for facilitating business operations but al=o for
benefiting consumers. Bakhtawari affirmed the ICCT's full support for the CCP's mission,
recognizing the Commission's essential rale in driving economic growth and protacting
busineszes and consumers from anti-competitive behavionr.

CCP Mamber Salman Amin nnderscorad the importance of advocacy and training for the
corporate sachor, stating that the ©OCP aimed at ensuring corrective behavionr and
sustainable compliancs through those maazure:s.

Sources tald Business Recorder that since his appointment, Chairman D Sidho had been
fornssing on clearing the backlog of cases. With his afforts, Compatition Appellata
Tribunal became fanctional last year 2nd it has been hearing appezls against CCP cases on
daily basis.

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40306139
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Chairman & Member
CCP address Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce

5 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Competition Commission
of Pakistan (CCP), Dr. Kabir
Ahmed Sidhu, called upon
the business community to
support the CCP’s efforts in
policing cartelization and
anti-competitive practices.

The Chairman addressed
businessmen and members
of the Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
(ICCI) during an advocacy
session on Competition Law
hosted by ICCI. The session
was also attended by Pres-
ident ICCI Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, ICCI executive
committee members, CCP
Member Salman Amin and
other senior officials.

Dr. Sidhu emphasized the
CCP’ vital role in ensuring
free and fair competition
across all commercial and
economic activities, aiming
to prevent market abuse
and promote good govern-
ance. He also highlighted the
significant role that cham-
bers of commerce play in
whistleblowing to identify
cartels.

Highlighting the perfor-
mance of the CCP, he stat-
ed that the Commission has
imposed PKR 74 billion
penalties on cartels in sugar,
wheat, poultry, cement, auto-
mobile, and telecom sectors.
He added that several signif-
icant cases are currently
pending in the apex court
awaiting final decisions.
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May 31, 2024 (MLN): The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has imposed Rs74 billion in penalties
on cartels in the sugar, wheat, poultry, cement, automobile, and telecom sectors, according to Chairman
CCP Dr. Kabir Ahmed Sidhu.

He called upon the business community yesterday to support the CCP's efforts in policing cartelization
and anti-competitive practices and made these remarks.

The Chairman addressed businessmen and members of the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(ICCI) during an advocacy session on Competition Law hosted by ICCL.

President ICC| Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, ICCl executive committee members, CCP Member Salman Amin
and other senior officials also attended the session.

Dr. Kabir Ahmed Sidhu emphasized the CCP's vital role in ensuring free and fair competition across all
commercial and economic activities, aiming to prevent market abuse and promote good governance.

He alse highlighted the significant role that chambers of commerce play in whistleblowing to identify
cartels.

He added that several significant cases are currently pending in the apex court awaiting final decisions.

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, President of the ICCI, while addressing the session, welcomed the Chairman and
his team at ICCL

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari stressed the importance of providing a level playing field for all business entities
and taking strict actions against cartels.

He noted that these measures are crucial not only for facilitating business operations but also for
benefiting consumers.

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari affirmed the ICCl's full support for the CCP's mission, recognizing the
Commission's essential role in driving economic growth and protecting businesses and consumers from
anti-competitive behaviour.

CCP Member Salman Amin underscored the importance of advocacy and training for the corporate sector,
stating that the CCP aims to ensure corrective behavior and sustainable compliance through these
measures.

https://mettisglobal.news/ccp-hits-cartels-in-multiple-sectors-with-rs74bn-in-penalties-chairman/
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Dr. Sidhu emphasizes CCP-ICCI collaboration in curbing unfair business tactics i

Chairperson of Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) Dr. Kabir Ahmed Sidhu, emphasized the pivotal role the organization
plays in ensuring fair competition across all sectors of economic activity during a recent briefing at the Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (ICCI). Dr. Sidhu highlighted the CCP's commitment to preventing markst abuse and promoting good
governance through advocacy and training initiatives aimed at fostering corrective behavior and sustainable compliance within the
corporate sector. He stressed the importance of engagement with industry stakeholders, including chamibers, academia, and
professional bodies, 1o achieve these objectives. Acknowledging the collaborative efforts between CCP and ICCl, Dr. Sidhu noted
that such partnerships would contribute significantly to addressing concerns regarding unfair business practices and fostering a
healthy business envircnment.

He underscored the CCP's track record of imposing heavy penalties on violators of competition laws, with several cases awaiting
final decisions in the apex court. President of ICCl, Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, echosd the sentiment, emphasizing the necsssity of a
level playing field for all businesses and stringent actions against cartels. He emphasized CCF's crucial role in festering a
competitive business environment and protecting the interests of both businesses and consumers. Zafar Bakhtawari, Secretary
General of the United Business Group, stressed the significance of healthy compstition for business advancement, advocating for
equal opportunities and privileges for all stakehclders. He particularly emphasized the importance of privatization, deregulation,
and fair competition in the energy sector for the country's economic integrity.

Shahzad Hussain, Director General Advocacy, provided insights inte CCF's vigilant monitering of abusive practices such as
dominant positions, exploitative behaviors, and cartelization 1o ensure a free and fair business atmasphere. Salman Amin, Member
of Advocacy & Exemptions, expressed optimism about the awareness session’s utility for attendees, while Senior Vice President of
ICCl, Faad Waheed, highlighted CCP's powers of suoc moto action and urged proactive measures to curb corrupt practices. The
ceremony, expertly conducted by Mian Ramzan, Convener Tax Committes ICCl, witnessed the participation of industry stalwarts,
including Yousuf Rajput, Raja Hassan Akhtar, Malik Shabbir, and others.

https://www.inp.net.pk/news-detail/pakistan/dr-sidhu-emphasizes-ccp-icci-collaboration-in-curbing-unfair-
business-tactics
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