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The News

Court upholds CCP’s authority in poultry price-fixing case

The Lahore High Court has upheld the Competition Commission of Pakistan’s (CCP) authority in regulating
competitive practices, particularly in the case of price-fixing of day-old chicks within the poultry sector.

Justice Jawad Hassan dismissed a challenge to the CCP’s show-cause notices, reinforcing the Commission’s
role in safeguarding a fair market environment and curbing monopolistic practices.

Justice Hassan said that show-cause notices, based on inquiry reports, should first be addressed within
the CCP’s jurisdiction. Referring to the legal concept of ‘ripeness’, he clarified that judicial intervention is
premature before the CCP issues a final decision. This ruling affirms the CCP’s autonomy to investigate
and regulate anti-competitive behaviours without external obstruction.

The court highlighted that hindering the CCP’s work could impair its ability to counteract collusion and
promote competitive integrity. Justice Hassan also underscored the judiciary’s responsibility to support
regulatory bodies like the CCP in their mission to uphold fair business practices across sectors.

In the proceedings, the petitioner’s counsel argued that procedural irregularities in the inquiry report
invalidated the show-cause notices. However, the CCP’s legal team contended that the petition was
unmaintainable, a stance the court ultimately endorsed.

The CCP’s investigation revealed suspected collusion and price-fixing among hatcheries for day-old broiler
chicks from 2019 to mid-2021, with forensic analysis indicating that pricing was coordinated through SMS
and WhatsApp communications. An industry association was also implicated for potential involvement in
pricing discussions. However, some poultry companies challenged the CCP’s notices and obtained a stay
order temporarily halting proceedings.

In its press release, the CCP said that “this comprehensive 21-page judgment sets a strong precedent,
affirming the CCP’s authority to uphold competition laws across Pakistan’s economy.”



It added that the CCP has strengthened its legal team to address complex regulatory challenges effectively.
“This has led to more efficient case handling, with over 40 cases resolved in recent months by the
competition appellate tribunal, high courts, and Supreme Court, resulting in the recovery of Rs100 million
from entities engaged in anti-competitive practices.”
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1246355-court-upholds-ccp-s-authority-in-poultry-price-fixing-case

Business Recorder

LHC backs CCP’s role in regulating competition

In a landmark decision, the Lahore High Court, led by Justice Jawad Hassan, has upheld the validity of
show-cause notices issued by the Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) in the poultry matter
concerning price fixing of day-old chicks.

The decision reaffirms CCP’s authority to pursue investigations and act against monopolistic practices,
ensuring a competitive market environment.

Justice Jawad Hassan emphasized that a show-cause notice issued on the basis of an inquiry report cannot
be prematurely contested in the High Court. Referring to the legal doctrine of “ripeness”, he ruled that
cases should proceed through CCP hearings, allowing appeals only after the CCP’s final decision. The
judgment clarifies the CCP’s jurisdiction, safeguarding its autonomy to enforce competition laws without
undue interference.

Cartelisation charges against poultry feed millers: LHC vacates stay order against CCP show-cause notices

The court noted that obstructing CCP functions could hinder the Commission’s role in preventing
anticompetitive practices and promoting fair business competition. Justice Hassan underscored the
judiciary’s duty to support regulatory bodies like the CCP in upholding competitive integrity across
industries.

Moreover, if the Court starts interfering at initial steps of the Regulator for not initiating inquiry, then it
will create hurdle for the Regulator to proceed in the matter to protect the very purpose and object of
law. It is settled law by now that this Court, before granting relief to a petitioners by exercising its
extraordinary jurisdiction under Article 199 of the “Constitution”, must satisfy itself regarding the
nonavailability of any alternate remedy, or in case Court is inclined to grant relief even in presence of
alternate remedy, Court should be satisfied that circumstances of the case make the other remedy
inadequate.

The petitioner’s counsel argued that there were procedural lapses in the enquiry report; therefore
showcause notices should not have been issued. However, the CCP’s legal team, comprising Barrister
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AsadUllah Chatha, CCPs legal advisors, Barrister AmbreenAbbasi, Hafiz Muhammad Naeem and Hassan
Raza, challenged the maintainability of the petition, a position the court ultimately upheld.

The CCP investigated suspected collusion and price-fixing by eight hatcheries for day-old broiler chicks
from 2019 to June 2021. Forensic analysis revealed that prices were coordinated via SMS and WhatsApp
by an official of a member firm.

The Pakistan Poultry Association (PPA) was also found in possible violation of Section 4 of the Competition
Act for involvement in pricing discussions. However, the poultry companies M/s Sadig Poultry and M/s
Islamabad Feeds challenged the show-cause notices and have secured a stay order, temporarily halting
CCP’s proceedings. This comprehensive 21-page judgment now stands as a precedent, strengthening the
CCP’s authority to enforce anti-trust laws and foster fair competition within Pakistan’s economic
landscape.

CCP Chairman Dr Kabir Sidhu has strategically strengthened the CCP’s legal team to enhance its capability
in dealing complex competition cases and regulatory challenges. This overhaul has improved efficiency,
and prioritized resolution of legal backlogs.

As a result, over 40 cases have been resolved by Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT), High Courts and
Supreme Court of Pakistan. The resolution of cases resulted in recovery of Rs100 million from businesses
involved in anti-competitive practices.
https://www.brecorder.com/news/403303144#:~:text=ISLAMABAD%3A%20In%20a%20landmark%20dec
ision,fixing%200f%20day%2Dold%20chicks.

Pakistan Today

LHC affirms CCP’s power in poultry pricing dispute

In a significant ruling, the Lahore High Court, under the guidance of Justice Jawad Hassan, has reaffirmed
the authority of the Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) regarding the issuance of show-cause
notices related to price fixing in the poultry sector, specifically concerning the sale of day-old chicks.

This ruling reinforces the CCP’s mandate to investigate and address monopolistic behaviors, thus
promoting a more competitive marketplace. Justice Hassan clarified that challenges to show-cause
notices, based on inquiry reports, cannot be made prematurely in the High Court.

Citing the principle of “ripeness,” he stated that cases should follow the CCP’s hearing process, with
appeals permitted only after a final decision by the Commission. This judgment delineates the CCP’s
jurisdiction, ensuring its independence in enforcing competition regulations without unwarranted
interruptions.

The court highlighted that any obstruction of the CCP’s functions could impede its vital role in curbing anti-
competitive actions and fostering fair business practices.
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Justice Hassan also reiterated the judiciary’s responsibility to support regulatory bodies like the CCP in
maintaining competition across various industries. The petitioner’s lawyer raised concerns about
procedural errors in the inquiry report, arguing against the issuance of show-cause notices. However, the
CCP’s legal representatives, including Barrister Asad Ullah Chatha and others, successfully defended the
validity of the notices, a stance the court upheld.

The CCP’s investigation revealed potential collusion among eight hatcheries regarding day-old broiler chick
pricing between 2019 and June 2021. Forensic findings indicated that pricing agreements were
coordinated via SMS and WhatsApp among officials from these firms. Additionally, the Pakistan Poultry
Association (PPA) was identified as potentially violating Section 4 of the Competition Act by participating
in pricing discussions.

Meanwhile, poultry companies Sadiq Poultry and Islamabad Feeds have contested the show-cause notices
and received a stay order that temporarily halts the CCP’s actions.

This detailed 21-page ruling sets a crucial precedent, bolstering the CCP’s capacity to enforce anti-trust
legislation and promote fair competition within Pakistan’s economy.

CCP Chairman Dr. Kabir Sidhu has also taken steps to enhance the legal team’s expertise, enabling a more
effective response to complex competition issues and regulatory challenges. This restructuring has led to
the efficient resolution of over 40 cases by the Competition Appellate Tribunal, High Courts, and the
Supreme Court, resulting in the recovery of Rs 100 million from entities engaged in anti-competitive
practices.  https://profit.pakistantoday.com.pk/2024/11/01/Ihc-affirms-ccps-power-in-poultry-pricing-

dispute/

Pro Pakistani

LHC Backs CCP’s Role in Regulating Competition, Dismisses Challenge

The Lahore High Court, headed by Justice Jawad Hassan, has upheld the validity of show-cause notices
issued by the Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) in the poultry matter concerning price fixing of
day-old chicks.

The decision reaffirms CCP’s authority to pursue investigations and act against monopolistic practices,
ensuring a competitive market environment, said a press release issued here on Friday.

Justice Jawad Hassan emphasized that a show-cause notice issued on the basis of an inquiry report cannot
be prematurely contested in the High Court.

Referring to the legal doctrine of “ripeness”, he ruled that cases should proceed through CCP hearings,
allowing appeals only after the CCP’s final decision.
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The judgment clarifies the CCP’s jurisdiction, safeguarding its autonomy to enforce competition laws
without undue interference.

The court noted that obstructing CCP functions could hinder the Commission’s role in preventing
anticompetitive practices and promoting fair business competition.

Justice Hassan underscored the judiciary’s duty to support regulatory bodies like the CCP in upholding
competitive integrity across industries.

The petitioner’s counsel argued that there were procedural lapses in the enquiry report; therefore, show
cause notices should not have been issued.

However, the CCP’s legal team, comprising Barrister Asad Ullah Chatha, CCPs legal advisors, Barrister
Ambreen Abbasi, Hafiz Muhammad Naeem and Hassan Raza, challenged the maintainability of the
petition, a position the court ultimately upheld.

The CCP investigated suspected collusion and price-fixing by eight hatcheries for day-old broiler chicks
from 2019 to June 2021. Forensic analysis revealed that prices were coordinated via SMS and WhatsApp
by an official of a member firm.

The Pakistan Poultry Association (PPA) was also found in possible violation of Section 4 of the Competition
Act for involvement in pricing discussions.

However, the poultry companies Sadiq Poultry and Islamabad Feeds challenged the show-cause notices
and secured a stay order, temporarily halting CCP’s proceedings. This comprehensive 21-page judgment
now stands as a precedent, strengthening the CCP’s authority to enforce anti-trust laws and foster fair
competition within Pakistan’s economic landscape.

https://propakistani.pk/2024/11/01/lIhc-backs-ccps-role-in-regulating-competition-dismisses-challenge/

Bloom Pakistan

Court backs CCP’s role in regulating competition, dismisses challenge

Court backs CCP’s role in regulating competition, dismisses challenge. In a landmark decision, the Lahore
High Court, led by Justice Jawad Hassan, has upheld the validity of show-cause notices issued by the
Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) in the poultry matter concerning price fixing of day-old chicks.
The decision reaffirms CCP’s authority to pursue investigations and act against monopolistic practices,
ensuring a competitive market environment.

Referring to the legal doctrine of “ripeness”, he ruled that cases should proceed through CCP hearings,
allowing appeals only after the CCP’s final decision. The judgment clarifies the CCP’s jurisdiction,
safeguarding its autonomy to enforce competition laws without undue interference.

The court noted that obstructing CCP functions could hinder the Commission’s role in preventing
anticompetitive practices and promoting fair business competition. Justice Hassan underscored the
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judiciary’s duty to support regulatory bodies like the CCP in upholding competitive integrity across
industries.

However, the CCP’s legal team, comprising Barrister Asad Ullah Chatha, CCPs legal advisors, Barrister
Ambreen Abbasi, Hafiz Muhammad Naeem and Hassan Raza, challenged the maintainability of the
petition, a position the court ultimately upheld.

However, the poultry companies M/s Sadiq Poultry and M/s Islamabad Feeds challenged the show-cause
notices and has secured a stay order, temporarily halting CCP’s proceedings. This comprehensive 21-page
judgment now stands as a precedent, strengthening the CCP’s authority to enforce anti-trust laws and
foster fair competition within Pakistan’s economic landscape.

CCP Chairman Dr. Kabir Sidhu has strategically strengthened the CCP’s legal team to enhance its capability
in dealing complex competition cases and regulatory challenges. This overhaul has improved efficiency,
and prioritized resolution of legal backlogs. The resolution of cases resulted in recovery of Rs100 million
from businesses involved in anti-competitive practices.
https://www.bloompakistan.com/court-backs-ccps-role-in-regulating-competition-dismisses-challenge/
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Trump’s fraud claims revive fears he may

UN chief slams deadly attack in Mastung, urges action
against those responsible

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres strongly condemned Friday's
attack in Pakistan Balochistan province, and called on the government to
ensure that the perpetrators are held accountable. Nine people, including
five school children, were killed and 23 others injured in the bomb attack.

again seek to overturn election results

False claims about voter fraud in Pennsylvania have raised
concerns that Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump
may once again seek to overturn the vote there or in other
battleground states likely to determine the winner next Tuesday.
Opinion polis, both nationally and in the seven closely divided
states, show Trump locked in a tight race with Democratic Vice
President Kamala Harris with four days to go before elaction day.
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