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CCP News

CCP approves foreign acquisition in advertising and media firms

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has granted approval for three separate merger
transactions, allowing M/s Berkeley Square Holding BV to acquire 50 percent shareholding of Ogilvy &
Mather Pakistan (Private) Limited, Mindshare Pakistan (Private) Limited, and Soho Square Pakistan
(Private) Limited from Taher Anwar Khan. The acquisition in the case of Mindshare also involved M/s
Interflow Communications (Private) Limited as a seller.

The acquirer, Berkeley Square Holding BV, is a Netherlands-based holding company and an indirect wholly
owned subsidiary of WPP plc, one of the world’s largest communications and advertising conglomerates
headquartered in London, UK. WPP provides creative transformation services globally, including Pakistan
through its local subsidiaries. Following these approvals, WPP plc will attain controlling interest in the
three companies, enhancing its strategic presence in Pakistan’s media and advertising services sector.

The relevant markets identified during the reviews were “Advertising Services” and “Media Services”
within the geographic boundary of Pakistan. After evaluating each case, the Commission concluded that
the proposed acquisitions would not result in the creation or strengthening of a dominant position in the
relevant markets, nor would they substantially lessen competition in Pakistan.

The Commission, while approving the transactions, ensured that there are no significant entry barriers or
risks of market concentration that could harm competitive dynamics. All approvals were granted under
Section 31(1)(d)(i) of the Competition Act, 2010.
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40366345/ccp-approves-foreign-acquisition-in-advertising-and-
media-firms
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CCP grants approval for 3 separate merger transactions

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has granted approval for three separate merger
transactions, allowing M/s. Berkeley Square Holding BV to acquire 50 percent shareholding of Ogilvy &
Mather Pakistan (Private) Limited, Mindshare Pakistan (Private) Limited, and Soho Square Pakistan
(Private) Limited from Taher Anwar Khan. The acquisition in the case of Mindshare also involved M/s.
Interflow Communications (Private) Limited as a seller.

The acquirer, Berkeley Square Holding BV, is a Netherlands-based holding company and an indirect wholly
owned subsidiary of WPP plc, one of the world’s largest communications and advertising conglomerates
headquartered in London, UK. WPP provides creative transformation services globally, including Pakistan
through its local subsidiaries.

Following these approvals, WPP plc will attain controlling interest in the three companies, enhancing its
strategic presence in Pakistan’s media and advertising services sector. The relevant markets identified
during the reviews were “Advertising Services” and “Media Services” within the geographic boundary of
Pakistan. After evaluating each case, the Commission concluded that the proposed acquisitions would not
result in the creation or strengthening of a dominant position in the relevant markets, nor would they
substantially lessen competition in Pakistan.

PMD predicts enhanced precipitation during upcoming monsoon

The Commission, while approving the transactions, ensured that there are no significant entry barriers or
risks of market concentration that could harm competitive dynamics. All approvals were granted under
Section 31(1)(d)(i) of the Competition Act, 2010.
https://www.nation.com.pk/05-Jun-2025/ccp-grants-approval-for-3-separate-merger-transactions
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CCP approves foreign acquisition in Ogilvy, Mindshare, and Soho Square

Pakistan

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has granted approval for three merger transactions,
allowing Netherlands-based Berkeley Square Holding BV to acquire a 50 percent shareholding in Ogilvy &
Mather Pakistan (Pvt.) Ltd, Mindshare Pakistan (Pvt.) Ltd, and Soho Square Pakistan (Pvt.) Ltd.

The shares are being acquired from Mr. Taher Anwar Khan, with the transaction in Mindshare Pakistan
also involving Interflow Communications (Pvt.) Ltd as a seller. The acquiring entity, Berkeley Square
Holding BV, is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of WPP plc — a London-headquartered multinational
advertising and communications conglomerate.

With this approval, WPP plc will gain controlling interest in the three firms, strengthening its strategic
foothold in Pakistan’s advertising and media services sector. WPP already operates in Pakistan through
various local subsidiaries and is recognized globally for offering creative transformation services.

Ogilvy & Mather Pakistan is a leading full-service advertising agency offering brand strategy, creative
development, and integrated marketing solutions across various industries. Mindshare Pakistan is a


https://www.nation.com.pk/05-Jun-2025/ccp-grants-approval-for-3-separate-merger-transactions

prominent media buying and planning agency, known for leveraging data-driven strategies to optimize
clients’ media investments. Meanwhile, Soho Square Pakistan is a boutique creative agency under the
WPP umbrella, catering to niche branding and advertising needs with localized content and digital focus.

During its review, the CCP identified “Advertising Services” and “Media Services” as the relevant markets
for the transactions within Pakistan. It concluded that the proposed acquisitions would not result in the
creation or strengthening of a dominant position, nor would they substantially lessen competition in the
local market.

The Commission further noted that there are no significant barriers to entry or risks of harmful market
concentration arising from the mergers. All approvals were granted under Section 31(1)(d)(i) of the
Competition Act, 2010.
https://profit.pakistantoday.com.pk/2025/06/04/ccp-approves-foreign-acquisition-in-ogilvy-mindshare-
and-soho-square-pakistan/
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CCP Approves Foreign Acquisition in Advertising and Media Firms

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has granted approval for three separate merger
transactions, allowing Berkeley Square Holding BV to acquire 50 percent shareholding of Ogilvy & Mather
Pakistan (Private) Limited, Mindshare Pakistan (Private) Limited, and Soho Square Pakistan (Private)
Limited from Taher Anwar Khan. The acquisition in the case of Mindshare also involved Interflow
Communications (Private) Limited as a seller.

The acquirer, Berkeley Square Holding BV, is a Netherlands-based holding company and an indirect wholly
owned subsidiary of WPP plc, one of the world’s largest communications and advertising conglomerates
headquartered in London, UK. WPP provides creative transformation services globally, including Pakistan
through its local subsidiaries.

Following these approvals, WPP plc will attain controlling interest in the three companies, enhancing its
strategic presence in Pakistan’s media and advertising services sector.

The relevant markets identified during the reviews were “Advertising Services” and “Media Services”
within the geographic boundary of Pakistan.

After evaluating each case, the Commission concluded that the proposed acquisitions would not result in
the creation or strengthening of a dominant position in the relevant markets, nor would they substantially
lessen competition in Pakistan.

The Commission, while approving the transactions, ensured that there are no significant entry barriers or
risks of market concentration that could harm competitive dynamics. All approvals were granted under
Section 31(1)(d)(i) of the Competition Act, 2010.
https://propakistani.pk/2025/06/04/ccp-approves-foreign-acquisition-in-advertising-and-media-firms/
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CCP Approves foreign acquisition in advertising and media firms

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has granted approval for three separate merger
transactions, allowing M/s. Berkeley Square Holding BV to acquire 50 percent shareholding of Ogilvy &
Mather Pakistan (Private) Limited, Mindshare Pakistan (Private) Limited, and Soho Square Pakistan
(Private) Limited from Mr. Taher Anwar Khan. The acquisition in the case of Mindshare also involved M/s.
Interflow Communications (Private) Limited as a seller.

The acquirer, Berkeley Square Holding BV, is a Netherlands-based holding company and an indirect wholly
owned subsidiary of WPP plc, one of the world’s largest communications and advertising conglomerates
headquartered in London, UK. WPP provides creative transformation services globally, including Pakistan
through its local subsidiaries. Following these approvals, WPP plc will attain controlling interest in the
three companies, enhancing its strategic presence in Pakistan’s media and advertising services sector.

The relevant markets identified during the reviews were “Advertising Services” and “Media Services”
within the geographic boundary of Pakistan. After evaluating each case, the Commission concluded that
the proposed acquisitions would not result in the creation or strengthening of a dominant position in the
relevant markets, nor would they substantially lessen competition in Pakistan.

The Commission, while approving the transactions, ensured that there are no significant entry barriers or
risks of market concentration that could harm competitive dynamics. All approvals were granted under
Section 31(1)(d)(i) of the Competition Act, 2010.
https://theazb.com/ccp-approves-foreign-acquisition-in-advertising-and-media-firms/
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CCP grants approval for 3
separate merger transactions
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The Competian Commissian of Fakistan (OCF) has granted ap-
proval for three separate merger transactions, allowing M/s. Berfe-
fey Square Holding BY 1o acquire 50 percent skarcholding of Ogilvy
& Mather Fakistan (Private) Limited, Mindshare Pakistan (Private)
Limited, and Soho Square Pakistan (Private) Limited from Taber
Anwar Khan The acquisition in the case of Mindshare also involved
M/s interflow Communications (Private) Limited as a seller

The acquirer, Berkeley Square Holding BV, is a Netheriands.
based holding company and an indirect wholly owned subssdiary
of WPP pic, one of the world's langest communications and ad-
vertising conglomerites headgquartered in London, UK. WPP pro-
vides creative transformation services globally, including Pakistan
through its local subsidiaries.

Following these approvals, WPP plc will attain controlling in-
terest in the three companies, enhancing its strategic presence
in Pakistan's media and advertising services sector. The relevant
markets identified during the reviews were “Advertising Ser-
vices™ and "Medla Services™ within the geographic boundary of
Palkdstan, After evaluating cach case, the Commission concluded
that the propased acquisitions woold not result in the creation or
strengehening of a dominant pasition in the relevant markets, nor
would they substantially lessen competition in Palistan
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CCP approves foreign acquisition in Ogilvy,
Mindshare, and Soho Square Pakistan
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CCP approves
foreign acquisition
in advertising
and media firms

he Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP)
I in Wednesday granted approval for three sepa-
rate merger transactions, allowing M/s.
Berkeley Square Holding BV to acquire 50 percent
shareholding of Ogilvy & Mather Pakistan (Private)
Limited, Mindshare Pakistan (Private) Limited, and
Soho Square Pakistan (Private) Limited from Taher
Anwar Khan.

According to a statement, the acquisition in the
case of Mindshare also involved M/s. Interflow
Communications (Private) Limited as a seller.

The acquirer, Berkeley Square Holding BV, is a
Netherlands-based holding company and an indirect
wholly owned subsidiary of WPP plc, one of the
world’s largest communications and advertising con-
glomerates headquartered in London, UK. WPP pro-
vides creative transformation services globally,
including Pakistan through its local subsidiaries.

Following these approvals, WPP plc will attain
controlling interest in the three companies, enhancing
its strategic presence in Pakistan’s media and advertis-
ing services sector. ‘

The relevant markets identified during the reviews
were "Advertising Services” and “"Media Services”
within the geographic boundary of Pakistan.

After evaluating each case, the Commission con-
cluded that the proposed acquisitions would not result
in the creation or strengthening of a dominant position
in the relevant markets, nor would they substantially
lessen competition in Pakistan,

The Commission, while approving the transac-
tions, ensured that there are no significant entry barri-
ers or risks of market concentration that could harm
competitive dynamics. All approvals were granted
under Section 31(1)(d)(i) of the Competition Act,
2010. NEWS DESK
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CCP Approves foreign
acquisition in advertising and
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