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CCPtrains Afghan officials
on competition law

m
ISLAMABAD

OUR STAFF REPORTER

A two-day training workshop on 'Com-
petition and Consumer Protection' for
the officials of the Afghanistan's Ministry
of Commerce and Industries, Afghanistan
Investment and Reconstruction Task
Force, and Afghanistan's Competition and
Consumer Protection Directorate (CCPD),
was held at the Competition Commission
Pakistan (fCP). ,ow

The consultative experience-sharing
programme was organized by the US De-
partment of Commerce, through its Com-
mercial Law Development Program, in
partnership with the US Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) and CCP.This was the
first ever such regional training on Com-
petition Law,which was conducted by CCP
for the Afghan officials.

Ms. Rahat Kaunan Hassan, Chairperson
of CCp'while welcoming the delegates, ap-
preciated Afghanistan's efforts to introduce
a modern competition regime and stated
that initiatives that promote regional co-
operation over co'mpetition matters will
benefit all participating countries.

In his introductory remarks, Hafizullah
Walirahimi, General Director of CCPD,
highlighted the steps Afghanistan was tak-
ing to modernize its competition laws and

hoped that a contemporary regime would
be introduced soon in Afghanistan Joe Yang
from the USDepartment of Commerce and
Mr. Timothy Hughes from the Federal
Trade Commission thanked CCPfor host-
ing this workshop and for sharing its ex-
perience with their Afghan counterparts.

Interactive sessions on various organi-
zational and managerial issues faced by
new competition agencies were held.
Chairperson Rahat Kaunain Hassan in
her various presentations highlighted the
numerqus organizational, administrative,
and financial challenges faced by CCP
since its inception in 2007 and explained
how she and her team surmounted these
challenges and created a viable competi-
tion agency that is well respected all over
the world in a short span. She talked in de-
tail about choosing the right board mem-
bers and staff, creating internal adminis-
trative and financial procedures, and de-
veloping competent human resources.
She discussed the need for having a re-
gional model for competition regimes
drawing from the strengths of relevant
competition agencies. She also emphasized
that new competition agencies need to
have administrative, financial and opera-
tional autonomy and the right enforce-
ment and advocacy tools for the success-
ful implementation of the contemporary
competition laws.
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CCP holds workshop on competition regime for Mghan officials
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ISLAMABAD: A two-day
training workshop on
'Competition and Consumer
Protection' for officials of
Afghanistan's Ministry of
Commerce and Industries,
Afghanistan Investment and
Reconstruction Task Force, and
Competition and Consumcr
Protection Directorate (CCPD),
was held at the Competition
Commission Pakistan (CCP).

The consultative programme
was organised by the US
Department of Commerce,
through its Commercial Law
Development Program, in part-
nership with the US Federal
Trade Commission (FTC) and
CCP.

This is the first ever such
regional training on Competition
Law, which was conducted by
CCP for Afghan officials.

Appreciating Afghanistan's
efforts to introduce a modern

. competition reginle, Chairperson

of CCP Rahat Kaunan Hassan
stated that initiatives that pro-
mote regional cooperation over
competition matters would bene-
fit all participating countries.

Director-General of Afghan
CCPD Hafizullah Walirahimi
highlighted steps being taken by
Afghanistan to modernise its
competition laws and expressed
the hope that his country would
soon introduce a contemporary
regime.

Joe Yang of the US
Department of Commerce and
Timothy Hughes of the Federal
Trade Commission thanked CCP
for hosting the workshop and
sharing experience with their
Afghan counterparts.

Interactive sessions on various
issues faced by new competition
agencies were held.

Chairperson of CCP Rahat
Kaunain Hassan highlighted
numerous organisational, admin-
istrative, and financial challenges
faced by CCP since its inception,

ISLAMABAD: The particil>ants of a rnlHlay training \\orkshop for the otlicials of Afghan Ministry of Commerce and
Industries, Afghan Investment and Reconstruction Task Force, and Afghan Competition and Consumer Protection

Direclorale (CCPD), organized b~' Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP), here on Friday.

in 2007 and explained how she tent human resources. tools for the successful imple-
and her tcam sumlounted these She discussed the need for mentation of the contemporary
challenges and created a viable having a regional model for competition laws.
competition agency that is well competition regimes drawing Dr Joseph Wilson, Member
respected all over the world in a from the strengths of relevant CCP, gave a presentation on
short span. competition agencies. She also overview of the organizational

She talked in detai I about emphasised that new competi- and management structure of
choosing the right board mem- tion agencies needed to have CCP. Dr Wilson also spoke
bers and staff, creating internal administrative, financial and about the integraied agency
administrative and financial pro- operational autonomy and the model - one being followed by
cedures, ,1nd developing compe- right enforcement and adv~cacy CCP - where a "singk spe~. . . ". . . ,. , .

cialised agency undertakes
investigative, enforcement and
adjudicative functions" and how
such a model was best-suited for
new agencies.

He also conducted a session on
the need for having a merger
control regime, besides high-
lighting various components of
the merger regime in Pakistan:

Director General (Corporate
Affairs) CCP Ikramul Haque
Qureshi gave a detailed presenta-
tion on preventing and dealing
with corruption.

Qureshi highlighted the need
for intemal checks and balances
and policies to reduce corrup-
tion, but cautioned against using
allegations of corruption as a tool
for vilification and victimisation.

Others presenters includcd:
Shaista Bano, Dircctor General
(Cartels and Trade Abuses) and
Syed lJmair Javed, Joint
Director (Cartels and Trade
Abuses) on 'Investigations to
Enforcement: the Process from

A-Z'; Nadia Nabi, Director
(Cartels and Trade Abuses) on
'Establishing Reliable and
Credible Resource Materials';
Ahmed Qadir and Asfandyar
Khattak, Directors Advocacy, on
'Public Awareness and Outreach
to Private Sector'.

The participants of the work-
shop said that they had been
exposed to many new areas of
Competition Law which would
be useful for the new competi-
tion regime in Afghanistan.

Timothy Hughes of the US-
based FTC said that cross-border
cooperation between
Afghanistan and Pakistan was
highly encouraging and would
go a long way in establishing
long-term relationship between
the two countries.

Joe Yang of the US
Department of Commerce
thanked CCP for its experience-
sharing with Afghan officials,
which will prove to be useful in
their capa<;ity-building.
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CCP advocates autonomy
for competition agencies
Anti-trust
watchdog trains
Afghan officials in
competition laws
U OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Competition Commission of
Pakistan Chairperson Rahat
Kaunain Hassan has empha-
sised that new competition
agencies should have ad-
ministrative, financial ~nd
operational autonomy and
the right enforcement and
advocacy tools for successful
implementation of competi-
tion laws.

She was speaking at a
two-day training work-
shop on 'Competition and
Consumer Protection' at
the CCP for officials of
Afghanistan's Ministry of
Commerce and Industries,
Afghanistan Ihvestment and
Reconstruction Task Force and
Afghanistan's Competition
and Consumer Protection
Directorate (CCI'D).

Hassan underlined the need
for having a regibnal model
for competition regimes
drawing from strengths of rel-
evant competition agencies.

In her presentation, she

highlighted the numerous or-
ganisational, administrative;
and financial challenges faced
by the CCPsince its inception
in 2007 and how she and
her team surmounted these
challenges.

She spoke about choosing
the right board members
and staff, creating internal
administrative and financial
procedures, and developing
competent human resources.

Praising Afghanistan's ef-
forts to introduce a modem
competition regime, she said
initiatives that promoted re-
gional cooperation in compe-
tition matters would benefit
all participating countries.

CCpD General Director
Hafizullah Walirahimi dis-
cussed the steps Afghanistan
was taking to modernise its
competition laws and hoped
that a contemporary regime
would be introduced in
Afghanistan soon.

Timothy Hughes from the
USFederal Trade Commission
said cross-border cooperation
between Afghanistan and
Pakistan was highly encour-
aging and would go a long
way in establishing a long-
term relationship between
the two countries.

Hassan underlined
the need for having
a regional model
for competition
regimes drawing from
strengths of relevant
competition agencies

Joe Yang from the US
Department of Commerce
said the US was working
with the Afghan govern-
ment in many areas and this
workshop was part of the
programme of development
in Afghanistan.

CCP member Dr Joseph'
Wilson spoke about the inte-
grated agency model where
a single specialised agency
undertook investigative, en-
forcement and adjudicative
functions and how such a
model was best suited for new
agencies.

CCP Director General
(Corporate Affairs) Ikramul
Haque Qureshi stressed the
need for internal checks and
balances and policies that
reduced the avenues for cor-
ruption. He also cautioned
against using allegations of
corruption as a tool for vilifi-
cation and revenge.
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Competition law

Afghans seek
Pakistan's help
ISLAMABAD, June 7: As

the Afghan economy is moving
towards the phase of moderni-

I
sation and expansion, the need
for a strong and effective com-
petitive regime in the country
has compelled the relevant
authorities in Afghanistan to
seek Pakistan's cooperation.

"Promoting regional coop-
eration on competition mat-
ters will be beneficial for all
the participating countries,"
said Rahat Kaunain Hassan,
chairperson of the Competi-
tion Commission Pakistan
(CCP), at the start of a region-
al training on Competition
Law, conducted by the com-
mission for Afghan officials.

She went on to appreciate
Afghanistan for introducing a
modern competition regime.

The two-day training work-
shop is being conducted by
the CCP at its head office.
Officials of Afghanistan's
Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustries, Afghanistan Invest-
ment and Reconstruction
Task Force, and Afghanistan's
Competition and Consumer
Protection Directorate
(CCPD) are in Pakistan to get
training on 'Competition and
Consumer Protection'.

In her presentations, Ms.
Hassan highlighted the nume-
rous organisational, adminis-
trative, and financial chal-
lenges faced by the CCP since
its inception in 2007. She
explained how she and her
team surmounted these chal-
lenges and created a viable
competition agency that
became well respected all

over the world in a short span.
"It is important to choose

right board members and
staff, create internal adminis-
trative and financial proce-
dures and develop competent
human resource," she told the
visiting guests.

The need for having a
regional model for competi-
tion regimes drawing streng-
ths of relevant competition
agencies was discussed so
that the competition laws
remain similar in South Asia
and surrounding areas.

"I suggest that the new
competition agencies need to
have administrative, financial
and operational autonomy
and the right enforcement
and advocacy tools for the suc-
cessful implementation of the
contemporary competition
laws," she said.

Hafizullah Walirahimi, Ge-
neral Director of CCPD,high-
lighted the steps Afghanistan
was taking to modernise its
competition laws and said
that the contemporary regime
would soon be introduced in
Afghanistan.

Interactive sessions on vari-
ous organisational and mana-
gerial issues faced by new
competition agencies were
held during the training ses-
sion. Dr Joseph Wilson,
Member CCP,informed about
the integrated agency model-
as being followed by the CCP
- where a "single specialised
agency undertakes investiga-
tive, enforcement and adju-
dicative functions" and how
such a model is best-suited for

new agencies.
He also conducted a session

on the need for having a
merger control regime and
took the participants through
the various components of the
merger regime in Pakistan
and discussed the two-phase
merger review process in
detail.

While giving detailed pres-
entation -on preventing and
dealing with corruption,
Ikram-ul-Haque Qureshi,
Director· General (Corporate
Affairs) CCP, stressed upon
the need for internal checks
and balances and policies
which reduced the avenues
for corruption. He also cau-
tioned against using corrup-
tion allegations as a tool for
vilification and revenge.

Others presenters included
Shaista Bano, Director
General (Cartels and Trade
Abuses) and Syed Umair
Javed, Joint Director (Cartels
and Trade Abuses) on
'Investigations to Enforce-
ment: the Process from A-Z';
Ms. Nadia Nabi, Director
(Cartels and Trade Abuses) on
'Establishing Reliable and
Credible Resource Materials'
Ahmed Qadir and Asfandyar
Khattak, Directors Advocacy,
on 'Public Awareness and
Outreach to Private Sector'.

The consultative experi-
ence-sharing programme was
organised by the US Depart-
ment of Commerce, through
its Commercial Law Develop-
ment Program, in partnership
with the US Federal Trade
Commission (FTC).
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CCP trains Afghan officials on competition law
STAFF REpORTER Commission (FTC) and CCP. CCP for the Afghan officials. atedAfghanistan's efforts to in-

ISLAMABAD-A two-day
training workshop on 'Com-
petition and Consumer Protec-
tion' for the officials of the
Afghanistan's Ministry of
Commerce and Industries, Af-
ghanistan Investment and Re-
construction Task Force, and
Afghanistan's Competition
and Consumer Protection Di-
rectorate (CCPD), was held at
the Competition Commission
Pakistan (CCP).

The consultative experi-
ence-sharing programme was
organized by the US Depart-
ment of Commerce, through
its Commercial Law Develop- This was the first ever such re- Ms. Rahat Kaunan Hassan, troduce a modem competition
ment Program, in partnership gional training on Competition Chairperson ofCCP, while wel- regime and stated that initiatives
with the US Federal Trade Law, which was conducted by coming the delegates, appreci- that promote regional coopera-

tion over competition matters held. Chairperson Rahat
will benefit all participating Kaunain Hassan in her various
countries. In his introductory presentations highlighted the
remarks, Mr. Hafizullah numerous organizational, ad-
Walirahimi, General Director of ministrative, and financial chal-
CCPD highlighted the steps Af- lengcs faced by CCP since its
ghanistan was taking to modem- inception in 2007 and explained
ize its competition laws and how she and her team sur-
hoped that a contemporary re- mounted these challenges and
gime would be introduced soon created a viable competition
in Afghanistan. Mr. Joe Yang agency that is well respected all
from the US Department of over the world in a short span.
Commerce and Mr. Timothy She talked in detail about
Hughes from the Federal Trade choosing the right board mem-
Commission thanked CCP for bers and staff, creating internal
hosting this workshop and for administrative and financial
sharing its experience with their procedures, and developing
Afghan counterparts. competent human resources.

Interactive sessions Ion Shediscussedtheneedforhav-
various organizational and ing a regional model for com-
managerial issues faced by new petition regimes drawing from
competition agencies were the strengths of relevant com-

petition agencies. She also
emphasized that new compe-
tition agencies need to have
administrative, financial and
operational autonomy and the
right enforcement and advo-
cacy tools for the successful
implementation of the con-
temporary competition laws.

Dr. Joseph Wilson, Mem-
ber CCP, gave a presentation on
overview of the organizational
and management structure of
CCP. Dr. Wilson spoke to the
delegates about the integrated
agency model- one being fol-
lowed by CCP - where a 'single
specialized agency undertakes
investigative, enforcement and
adjudicative functions' and
how such a model is best-suited
for new agencies.
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