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Disclosure of manufacturing/expiry dates on cement bags

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry led by Ali Tahir, Additional

. of Scicnce and Technology Secretary (In-charge) of the
, (MoST) has endorsed the Ministry of Science and
; Competition Commission of Technology (MoST).

Pakistan's proposal of revision of  The meeting discussed the pro-

. national cement standards for dis- posal to amend the National
¢ closure of manufacturing/expiry Cement Standards, making the

+ dates on cement bags.

“manufacturing/packaging and

In this regard, the Ministry of expiry/best before™ dates on

. Science and Technology has cement bags mandatory. The pro-
. decided to send the CCP’s pro- posal was sent through a Policy
| posal to the Pakistan Standard Note issued on 7th March 2024
. and Quality Control Authority to MoST and the Pakistan

| (PSQCA) for further necessary Standards and Quality Control

Authority (PSQCA).

This was decided in a meeting  During the meeting, Member
held between the CCP and the CCP emphasized the importance
MoST. The CCP team was led by of these disclosures due to

Member OFT Saced Ahmad cement's hygroscopic nature, not-
Nawaz, while MoST's team was ing that non-disclosure violates

MoST endorses CCP’s proposal of revision of

cement standards

Section 10 of the Competition
Act, 2010. He highlighted the
current practice where manufac-
turers disclose manufactur-
ing/packaging and expiry/best
before dates individually on bags

and collectively on bales for-

export but omit them for local
products. He stressed the need for
a collaborative control mecha-
nism involving all stakeholders.
The ministry pledged full assis-
tance to the CCP in protecting
consumer interests as mandated
in Section 10 of the Competition
Act, 2010, It was decided in the
meeting that the matter will be
referred to PSQCA for delibera-
tions in Technical Committee
meeting, which is scheduled on

7th May 2024 . . amend the Pakistan Standard cement bags.

The participants of the meeting Specification for all five types of  The non-disclosure of such
also agreed with Member CCP's cement and make it mandatory for material information can mislead
proposal of convening a meeting the cement manufacturers to dis- consumers and put them at risk of
with stakeholders, including the close  the  “manufactur- purchasing expired cement.
cement manufacturers ing/packaging and expiry/best which may compromise the

association 1o discuss the issue before” dates on their cementbags. - strength and effectiveness of con-
and inform them about potential ~ The CCP observed that cement struction projects. The Policy
enforcement actions. The meet- is inherently hygroscopic and Note  suggested  aligning
ing was also atiended by senior begins to significantly lose its Pakistan's standards with interna-
officials from the CCP, the strength after 4 10 6 weeks of tional labelling practices to
MoST and the PSQCA. storage in bags in normal condi- ensure consistency and trans-

Earlier in April 2024, the CCP tions and considerably sooner parency in the domestic market
issued a Policy Note under Section under adverse weather conditions as Pakistani cement exporters
29 of the Competition Act, 2010to or high humidity. The CCP has, comply with marking require-
the Ministry of Science and therefore, noted with great con- ments for exported quantities,
Technology and Pakistan cem that the cement manufactur- creating unfair information dis-

Standards and Quality Control ers do not voluntarily print the parity discriminating against

Authority (PSQCA). The Policy maqufacluriug; packaging and domestic consumers.—SOHAIL
Note recommended them to expiry/best before dates on their SARFRAZ
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Mandatory expiry dates
on cement bags proposed

By Our Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Science
and Technology (MoST) has decided to for-
ward the Competition Commission of
Pakistan’s (CCP) proposal to revise national
cement standards for disclosure of “manufac-
turing/expiry dates” on cement bags to the
PSQCA for deliberation in the Technical
Committee.

A CCP team, led by Member OFT Saeed
Ahmad Nawaz, held a follow-up meeting with
Ali Tahir, Additional Secretary (In-charge)
of the Ministry of Science and Technology
(MoST), to discuss the proposal to amend the
National Cement Standards, making the
‘manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best
before’ dates on cement bags mandatory.

The proposal was sent to MoST and the
Pakistan Standards and Quality Control
Authority (PSQCA) as a policy note on

March 7.
During the meeting, the member CCP

emphasised the importance of these disclo-
sures due to cement’s hygroscopic nature,
noting that non-disclosure violates Section 10
of the Competition Act 2010.

He highlighted the current practice of
manufacturers disclosing manufacturing/
packaging and expiry/best-before dates indi-
vidually on bags and collectively on bales for
export but omitting them for local products.
He stressed the need for a collaborative con-
trol mechanism involving all stakeholders.

The ministry pledged full assistance to the
CCP in protecting consumer interests as man-
dated in Section 10 of the Competition Act
2010. The meeting decided that the matter
would be referred to PSQCA for delibera-
tions in the Technical Committee meeting,
which is scheduled for May 7.

The participants of the meeting also
agreed with member CCP’s proposal to con-
vene a meeting with stakeholders, including
the cement manufacturers association, to dis-
cuss the issue and inform them about poten-
tial enforcement actions.
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Ministry mulls adding
dates on cement bags

CCP highlights
importance of
disclosures due

to cement’s
hygroscopic nature

© OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

The Ministry of Science and
Technology has decided to
forward the Competition
Commission of Pakistan's
(CCP) proposal for revising
national cement standards
regarding the disclosure
of “manufacturing/expiry
dates” on cement bags to the
PSQCA for deliberation in the
Technical Committee,

A CCP team, led by
Member OFT Saeed Ahmad
Nawaz, conducted a fol-
low-up meeting with Ali
Tahir, Additional Secretary
(In-charge) of the Ministry
of Science and Technology
(MoST), to discuss the pro-
posal to amend the National
Cement Standards, making
the ‘manufacturing/packag-
ing and expiry/best before’
dates on cement bags man-
datory. The proposal was
sent through a Policy Note
issued on March 7, 2024 to
MoST and the Pakistan
Standards and Quality
Control Authority (PSQCA).

During the meeting,
Member CCP emphasised

the importance of these
disclosures due to cement'’s
hygroscopic nature, not-

ing that non-disclosure

violates Section 10 of the

Competition Act, 2010. He

highlighted the current
practice where manufactur-
ers disclose manufacturing/
packaging and expiry/best
before dates individually on
bags and collectively on bales
for export but omit them for
local products. He stressed
the need for a collaborative
control mechanism involv-
ing all stakeholders.

The ministry pledged full
assistance to the CCP in
protecting consumer inter-
ests as mandated in Section
10 of the Competition Act,
2010. It was decided in the
meeting that the matter
will be referred to PSQCA for
deliberations in Technical
Committee meeting, which
is scheduled on May 7, 2024.

The participants of the
meeting also agreed with
member CCP’s proposal of
convening a meeting with
stakeholders, including the
cement manufacturers asso-
ciation, to discuss the issue
and inform them about
potential enforcement ac-
tions. The meeting was also
attended by senior officials
from CCP, the MoST, and
the PSQCA.
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Cement industry reform:
MoST, CCP push for
transparency standards

IMRAN ALI KUNDI

ISLAMABAD
The Ministry of Science and
Technology has decided to
send the Competition Com-
mission of Pakistan's (CCP)
proposal of revision of nation-
al cement standards for disclo-
sure of “manufacturing/expiry
dates” on cement bags to the
PSQCA for deliberation in the
Technical Committee.

A CCP team, led by Member
OFT Saeed Ahmad Nawaz,
held a follow-up meeting with
Ali Tahir, Additional Secre-
tary (Incharge) of the Minis-
try of Science and Technology
(MoST), to discuss the pro-
posal to amend the National
Cement Standards, making

the ‘manufacturing/packaging
and expiry/best before’ dates
on cement bags mandatory.
The proposal was sent through
a Policy Note issued on 7
March 2024 to MoST and the

nature, noting that non-dis-
closure violates Section 10 of
the Competition Act, 2010. He
highlighted the current prac-
tice where manufacturers
disclose manufacturing/pack-

A T L R e S S S 2 1]
Ministry pledges full assistance
to CCP in protecting consumer

interests as mandated in Sec 10 of
Competition Act, 2010

Pakistan Standards and Qual-
ity Control Authority (PSQCA).

During the meeting, Mem-
ber CCP emphasised the im-
portance of these disclosures
due to cement’s hygroscopic

aging and expiry/best before
dates individually on bags and
collectively on bales for export
but omit them for local prod-
ucts. He stressed the need for
a collaborative control mecha-

nism involving all stakeholders.

The ministry pledged full
assistance to the CCP in pro-
tecting consumer interests as
mandated in Section 10 of the
Competition“Act, 2010. It was
decided in the meeting that the
matter will be referred to PSQ-
CA for deliberations in Techni-
cal Committee meeting, which
is scheduled on 7 May 2024.
The participants of the meeting
also agreed with Member CCP's
proposal of convening a meet-
ing with stakeholders, includ-
ing the cement manufacturers
association, to discuss the issue
and inform them about poten-
tial enforcement actions. The
meeting was also attended by
senior-officials from CCP, the
MoST and the PSQCA.
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 MOST TO ENSURE MANDATORY MANUEACTURING
AND EXPIRY DATES' ON CEMENT BAGS

B MEETING HELD BETWEEN CCP TEAM AND SCIENCE
MINISTRY INCHARGE TO DELIBERATE PROPOSAL

ISLAMABAD
GHULAM ABBAS

HE Ministry of Science and Tech-

nology has decided to send the

Competition Commission of Pak-

istan's (CCP) proposal about the

revision of national cement stan-

dards to the PSQCA for deliberation in the

Technical Commitice. The proposal required

the PSQCA. an attached department of the

MoST, to ensure the disclosure of “manu-
fcturing expiry dates” on cement bags.

As per details 8 CCP team, led by Mem-

ber Office of Fair Trade (OFT) Saced

Ahmad Nawaz, held a follow-up meeting
with Ali Tahir, Additional Secretary (In-
charge) of the Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology (MoST), to discuss the proposal to
amend the National Cement Standards,
making the ‘manufacturing/packaging and
expiry/best before’ dates on cement bags
mandatory. The proposal was sent through a
Policy Note issued on 7 March 2024 to
MoST and the Pakistan Standards and Qual-
ity Control Authority (PSQCA),

During the meeting, Member CCP em-
phasized the importance of these disclosures
due o cement’s hygroscopic nature, noting
that non-disclosure violates Section 10 of

the Competition Act, 2010, He highlighted
the current practice where manufacturers

isclose manufacturing/packaging and ex-
piry/best before dates individually on bags
and collectively on bales for export but omit
them for local products. He stressed the need
for a collaborative control mechanism in-
volving all stakeholders,

The Ministry pledged full assistance to
the CCP in protecting consumer interests as
mandated in Section 10 of the Competition
Act, 2010. It was decided in the meeting that
the matter will be referred to PSQCA for de-
liberations in the Technical Committee
meeting, which is scheduled on 7 May 2024,

The participants of the meeting also
agreed with Member CCP's proposal of con-
vening a meeting with stakeholders, includ-
ing the cement manufacturers association, 0
discuss the issue and inform them about po-

tential enforcement actions, The meeting
was also attended by senior officials from
CCP, the MoST and the PSQCA.

Currently, all types of ccment in Pak-
1stan adhere to packaging standards st by
the PSQCA. The introduction of mandatory
manufacturing and expiry date disclosures
15 0 small step to empower consumers and
foster true competition among brands.

Anote by CCP, seton April |6th empha-
sized the negd to align Pakistan's standards
with intemational labeling practices to en-
sure consistency and transparency in the do-
mestic market, It also aims to address the
disparity between domestic and export la-
beling requirements, thereby safeguarding
the interests of local consumers,

The CCP in its note, condemned the
omission of material information on cement
packaging as deceptive marketing and advo-

cated for the mandatory printing of expiry

dates to protect consumer interests and prt;-

mote fair competition within the industry,
An advisory was sentto the All Pakistan

Cement  Manufacturers  Associati

(APCMA) and its members, urging c(:nlul;l):‘
ance with the new labeling requirements 1o
prioritize consumer safety and satisfaction,
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CCP’s Proposal for mandatory
expiry dates’ on cement bags

FAisAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology has decided to
send the Competition Commission
of Pakistan’s (CCP) proposal of revi-
sion of national cement standards for
disclosure of “manufacturing/expiry
dates” on cement bags to the PSQCA
for deliberation in the Technical Com-
mittee. A CCP team, led by Member
OFT Saeed Ahmad Nawaz, held a
follow-up meeting with Ali Tahir, Ad-
ditional Secretary (In-charge) of the
Ministry of Science and Technology
(MoST), to discuss the proposal Lo
amend the National Cement Stand-

ards, making the ‘manufacturing/pack-
aging and expiry/best before’ dates on
cement bags mandatory. The proposal
was sent through a Policy Note issued
on 7 March 2024 to MoST and the Pa-
kistan Standards and Quality Control
Authority (PSQCA).

During the meeting, Member CCP
emphasized the importance of these
disclosures due to cement’s hygro-
scopic nature, noting that non-disclo-
sure violates Section 10 of the Com-
petition Act, 2010. He highlighted the
current practice where manufacturers
disclose manufacturing/packaging
and expiry/best-before dates indi-
vidually on bags and collectively on
bales for export but omit them for
local products. He stressed the need

for a collaborative control mechanism
involving all stakeholders. The Minis-
try pledged full assistance to the CCP
in protecting consumer inlerests as
mandated in Section 10 of the Com-
petition Act, 2010. [t was decided in
the meeting that the matter will be re-
ferred to PSQCA for deliberations in
Technical Committee meeting, which
is scheduled on 7 May 2024. The par-
ticipants of the mecting also agreed
with Member CCP’s proposal of con-
vening a meeting with stakeholders, |
including the cement manufacturers
association, to discuss the issue and
inform them about potential enforce-
ment actions. The meeting was also
attended by senior officials from CCP,
the MoST and the PSQCA.




Daily Spokesman
2-May-2024

MoST to forward
CCP’s proposal
Jformandatory
‘manufacturing/
expiry dates’on
cement bags to
PSQCA for review

i PPA

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Science and
Technology has decided to send the Compe-
tition Commission of Pakistan’s (CCP)
proposal of revision of national cement
standards for disclosure of “manufacturing/
expiry dates” on cement bags to the PSQCA
for deliberation in the Technical Committee.

A CCP team, led by Member OFT Saced
Ahmad Nawaz, held a follow-up meet-
ing with Ali Tahir, Additional Secretary
(In-charge) of the Ministry of Science and
Technology (MoST), to discuss the proposal
to amend the National Cement Standards,
making the ‘manufacturing/packaging and
expiry/best before’ dates on cement bags
mandatory. The proposal was sent through
a Policy Note issued on 7 March 2024 to
MoST and the Pakistan Standards and
Quality Control Authority (PSQCA).

During the meeting, Member CCP
emphasized the importance of these disclo-
sures due to cement’s hygroscopic nature,
noting that non-disclosure violates Section
10 of the Competition Act, 2010. He high-
lighted the current practice where manufac-
turers disclose manufacturing/packaging
and expiry/best-before dates individually on
bags and collectively on bales for export but
omit them for local products. He stressed
the need for a collaborative control mecha-
nism involving all stakeholders.

The Ministry pledged full assistance to
the CCP in protecting consumer interests as
mandated in Section 10 of the Competition
Act, 2010. It was decided in the meeting
that the matter will be referred to PSQCA
for deliberations in Technical Commit-
tee meeting, which is scheduled on 7 May
2024,

The participants of the meeting also
agreed with Member CCP’s proposal of
convening a meeting with stakeholders,
including the cement manufacturers associ-
ation, to discuss the issue and inform them
about potential enforcement actions. The
meeting was also attended by senior officials
from CCP, the MoST and the PSQCA.
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CCP Proposal of Expiry Date on Cement Bags
Endorsed

Islamabsad, May 2, 2024 - The Ministry of Scence and Technology (MoS5T) has supported & recommendation from the
Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCF) to revise national cement standards to include manufacturing and expiry dates on

end the |
“manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best before” dates on cement packaging. A policy note sent by the CCP on March 7
2024 initially presented this suggestion to both Mo5T and PSQCA

During the discussions, 2 CCP representative emphasized the necessity of these changes, citing the hygroscopic nature of
cement 2nd the risk of strength loss over time. Currently, while export bags are clearly marked with these dates, domestic bags
lzck such disclosure, violsting Section 10 of the Competition Act, 2010

Mo=T expressed strong support for the CCF's efforts to safeguard consumer interests 2nd zgreed to tzke the matter to the
FSQCA A technical committee meeting is scheduled for May 7, 2024, to discuss this further. There is zlso 2n agreement to
meet with key stakeholders, including cement manufacturers, to discuss compliance and potentizl enforcement measures
Previously, in April 2024, the CCP had issued s Policy Mote under Section 29 of the Competition Act, 2010, urging MoST and
PSQCA 1o enforce mandatory disclosure of "manufacturing/packaging and exping'best before® dates on 2l five types of cement
=ald domestically s s3zure sims to sddress she formstion disoericy between domestic and exoorted oroducts 2

=old domesticzlly. This measure zims to address the informaztion disparity between domestic and exported products

ensure transparency and safety in the use of cement in construction

https://pkrevenue.com/ccp-proposal-of-expiry-date-on-cement-bags-endorsed/
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Online
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Govt Decides to Make Compulsory Printing of Manufacturing/Expiry
Date on Cement Bags

By Jehanzir Nasir = Published May 1,2024  4:22 pm f ¥ © in

The Ministry of Science and Technology has decided to send the Competition Commission of
Pakistan’s (CCP) proposal for the revision of national cement standards for disclosure of
“manufacturing/expiry dates” on cement bags to the PSQCA for deliberation in the Technical
Committee.

A CCP team, led by Member OFT Saeed Ahmad Nawaz, held a follow-up meeting with Ali Tahir,
Additional Secretary (In-charge) of the Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST), to discuss
the proposal to amend the National Cement Standards, making the ‘manufacturing/packaging and
expiry/best before’ dates on cement bags mandatory.

The proposal was sent through a Policy Note issued on 7 March 2024 to MoST and the Pakistan
Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA).

During the meeting, Member CCP emphasized the importance of these disclosures due to cement’s
hygroscopic nature, noting that non-disclosure violates Section 10 of the Competition Act, 2010.
He highlighted the current practice where manufacturers disclose manufacturing/packaging and
expiry/best-before dates individually on bags and collectively on bales for export but omit them
for local products. He stressed the need for a collaborative control mechanism involving all
stakeholders.

The Ministry pledged full assistance to the CCP in protecting consumer interests as mandated in
Section 10 of the Competition Act, 2010. It was decided in the meeting that the matter will be
referred to PSQCA for deliberations in Technical Committee meeting, which is scheduled on 7
May 2024.

The participants of the meeting also agreed with Member CCP’s proposal of convening a meeting
with stakeholders, including the cement manufacturers association, to discuss the issue and inform
them about potential enforcement actions. The meeting was also attended by senior officials from
CCP, the MoST, and the PSQCA.

https://propakistani.pk/2024/05/01/govt-decides-to-make-compulsory-printing-of-manufacturing-expiry-date-on-cement-bags/
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