
Media Coverage 
115 March 2024 

 

CCP Authorises Acquisition of Advans Pakistan 

Microfinance Bank by Dutch Company   



 

 

 

15 March 2024 
Back Page 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

15 March 2024 
Business Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
15 March 2024 

Page # 2 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/


 

15 March 2024 
Economy Watch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

15 March 2024 
Business Page 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

15 March 2024 
Business Page  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

15 March 2024 

Page # 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

15 March 2024 

Back Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

15 March 2024 

Page # 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

15 March 2024 

Page # 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

15 March 2024 

Page # 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Associated Press of Pakistan 

15 March 2024 

Online 

 

CCP authorizes acquisition of ‘Pakistani 

Microfinance Bank by Dutch Company’ 

 

ISLAMABAD, Mar 14 (APP): The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has approved the 
acquisition of Advans Pakistan Microfinance Bank Limited by a Dutch-based holding company, 
MNT–Halan Pak B.V. This transaction marks a significant development in the microfinance 
banking sector of Pakistan. 

MNT – Halan Pak B.V. is a holding company incorporated in the Netherlands, with a presence in 
Pakistan through its subsidiaries, Halan Wallet (Private) Limited and Halan Finance Limited. On 
the other hand, Advans Pakistan Microfinance Bank Limited is a public limited company 
operating in the microfinance banking sector of Pakistan, said a press release issued here on 
Thursday. 

The acquisition involves the purchase of 100% shareholding of Advans Pakistan Microfinance 
Bank Limited from Advans S.A SICAR, a Luxembourg-based financial services company. 
Following a thorough review of the pre-merger application, the CCP determined that there are 
no overlaps between the merging parties, and the market conditions will remain unchanged 
post-merger. 

The approval of this acquisition is significant for Pakistan’s microfinance banking sector, which 
plays a crucial role in the country’s financial inclusion agenda. According to the World Bank, the 
sector serves 76% of all borrowers from the financial sector and accounts for approximately a 
third of all outstanding agriculture advances. 

Foreign investment in this sector is expected to bring in new technologies, innovative products, 
and improved services, benefiting both the industry and the consumers. 
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CCP Authorizes Acquisition of ‘Pakistani 

Microfinance Bank by Dutch Company’ 

  Published March 14, 2024 | 08:09 PM 
 

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has approved the acquisition of Advans Pakistan 
Microfinance Bank Limited by a Dutch-based holding company, MNT–Halan Pak B.V. This 
transaction marks a significant development in the microfinance banking sector of Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD, (APP - UrduPoint / Pakistan Point News - 14th Mar, 2024) The Competition 
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has approved the acquisition of Advans Pakistan Microfinance 
Bank Limited by a Dutch-based holding company, MNT–Halan Pak B.V. This transaction marks a 
significant development in the microfinance banking sector of Pakistan. 

MNT – Halan Pak B.V. is a holding company incorporated in the Netherlands, with a presence in 
Pakistan through its subsidiaries, Halan Wallet (Private) Limited and Halan Finance Limited. On 
the other hand, Advans Pakistan Microfinance Bank Limited is a public limited company operating 
in the microfinance banking sector of Pakistan, said a press release issued here on Thursday. 

The acquisition involves the purchase of 100% shareholding of Advans Pakistan Microfinance 
Bank Limited from Advans S. 

A SICAR, a Luxembourg-based financial services company. Following a thorough review of the 
pre-merger application, the CCP determined that there are no overlaps between the merging 
parties, and the market conditions will remain unchanged post-merger. 

The approval of this acquisition is significant for Pakistan's microfinance banking sector, which 
plays a crucial role in the country's financial inclusion agenda. According to the World Bank, the 
sector serves 76% of all borrowers from the financial sector and accounts for approximately a 
third of all outstanding agriculture advances. 

Foreign investment in this sector is expected to bring in new technologies, innovative products, 
and improved services, benefiting both the industry and the consumers. 



PK Revenue 

15 March 2024 
Online 

Pakistan Okays Microfinance Bank 

Acquisition by Dutch Company 
 

Islamabad, March 14, 2024 – Pakistan has given the green light for the acquisition of a local 
microfinance bank by a Dutch-based holding company, marking a significant development in the 
country’s financial landscape. 

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has approved the acquisition of Advans Pakistan 
Microfinance Bank Limited by MNT–Halan Pak B.V., a holding company based in the Netherlands. 
This move underscores the growing interest of international investors in Pakistan’s microfinance 
sector and signals potential advancements in financial services for the country’s underserved 
populations. 

MNT–Halan Pak B.V. is a Netherlands-based holding company with subsidiaries in Pakistan, 
including Halan Wallet (Private) Limited and Halan Finance Limited. Advans Pakistan 
Microfinance Bank Limited, the target of the acquisition, is a prominent player in Pakistan’s 
microfinance banking sector. 

The transaction involves the purchase of the entire shareholding of Advans Pakistan Microfinance 
Bank Limited from Advans S.A SICAR, a Luxembourg-based financial services company. The CCP 
conducted a thorough review of the pre-merger application and concluded that the acquisition 
would not create any overlaps between the merging parties and would maintain unchanged 
market conditions post-merger. 

This approval holds significant implications for Pakistan’s microfinance banking sector, which 
serves as a cornerstone of the country’s financial inclusion efforts. According to the World Bank, 
the sector caters to 76% of all borrowers in the financial sector and contributes significantly to 
agricultural advances. 

The influx of foreign investment into Pakistan’s microfinance sector is expected to bring about 
technological advancements, introduce innovative products, and enhance service quality, 
thereby benefiting both industry stakeholders and consumers alike. The adoption of new 



technologies and practices from international markets could potentially streamline operations, 
improve access to financial services, and drive economic growth in Pakistan. 

Microfinance institutions play a crucial role in providing financial services to underserved and 
marginalized communities, including smallholder farmers, rural entrepreneurs, and women 
entrepreneurs. By facilitating access to credit, savings, and insurance, microfinance institutions 
contribute to poverty alleviation and economic empowerment at the grassroots level. 

The approval of the acquisition reflects Pakistan’s commitment to fostering a conducive 
environment for foreign investment and promoting financial inclusion as a key driver of 
sustainable development. It also highlights the confidence of international investors in the 
resilience and growth potential of Pakistan’s financial sector despite global economic 
uncertainties. 

As Pakistan continues to pursue its agenda of inclusive economic growth and poverty reduction, 
partnerships between domestic and foreign players in the microfinance sector are expected to 
play a vital role in expanding financial access, stimulating entrepreneurship, and creating 
opportunities for socio-economic advancement across the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


