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Online 

CCP Issues Policy Note Disclosure on 

‘Cement Packaging' 

  Published April 16, 2024 | 08:23 PM 

 

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has issued a policy note recommending 

mandatory disclosure of manufacturing and expiry dates on cement packaging 

ISLAMABAD, (APP - UrduPoint / Pakistan Point News - 16th Apr, 2024) The 

Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has issued a policy note recommending 

mandatory disclosure of manufacturing and expiry dates on cement packaging. 

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has issued a policy note under Section 29 

of the Competition Act, 2010 to the Ministry of Science and Technology and 

the Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA), according to a press 

release issued here on Tuesday.  

The Policy Note recommends they amend the Pakistan Standard Specification for all five 

types of cement and make it mandatory for the cement manufacturers to disclose 

the'manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best before’ dates on their cement bags. 

https://www.urdupoint.com/pakistan/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/ccp.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/ccp.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/ccp.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/technology.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/pakistan.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/pakistan.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/all.html


The CCP observed that cement is inherently hygroscopic and begins to significantly lose 

its strength after 4 to 6 weeks of storage in bags in normal conditions and considerably 

sooner under adverse weather conditions or high humidity.  

The CCP has, therefore, noted with great concern that the cement manufacturers do not 

voluntarily print the manufacturing, packaging, and expiry/best before dates on their 

cement bags. 

The non-disclosure of such material information can mislead consumers and put them at 

risk of purchasing expired cement, which may compromise the strength and effectiveness 

of construction projects. 

The Policy Note suggests aligning Pakistan's standards with international labeling practices 

to ensure consistency and transparency in the domestic market as Pakistani cement 

exporters comply with marking requirements for exported quantities, creating unfair 

information disparity and discriminating against domestic consumers. 

Currently, all types of cement in Pakistan must adhere to packaging standards set by the 

PSQCA. Printing manufacturing and expiration dates on cement bags is expected to 

empower consumers to make informed choices and enhance competition among brands. 

Additionally, it would facilitate just-in-time inventory management and improve consumer 

confidence in the quality of cement purchases. 

The CCP emphasizes that the practice of omitting material information amounts to 

deceptive marketing, as it impairs consumers' ability to make informed decisions.  

Therefore, the Commission advocates for the mandatory printing of expiry dates on cement 

bags to protect consumers' interests and promote fair competition in the cement industry. 

  

An advisory has been accordingly sent to the All Pakistan Cement Manufacturers 

Association (APCMA) and its members, requiring them to prioritize consumer safety and 

satisfaction by ensuring that all packaging clearly displays the'manufacturing/packaging 

and expiry/best before’ dates of their products. 
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CCP Recommends Mandatory 

Disclosure of Manufacturing and Expiry 

Dates on Cement Packaging 

By ProPK Staff | Published Apr 16, 2024 | 6:42 pm 

 
 

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has issued a Policy Note under 

Section 29 of the Competition Act, 2010 to the Ministry of Science and Technology 

and Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA). 

The Policy Note recommends them to amend the Pakistan Standard Specification for 

all five types of cement and make it mandatory for the cement manufacturers to disclose 

the ‘manufacturing/ packaging and expiry/ best before’ dates on their cement bags. 

CCP observed that cement is inherently hygroscopic and begins to significantly lose its 

strength after 4 to 6 weeks of storage in bags in normal conditions and considerably 

sooner under adverse weather conditions or high humidity. 

https://propakistani.pk/author/team-propakistani/


The CCP has, therefore, noted with great concern that the cement manufacturers do not 

voluntarily print the manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best before dates on their 

cement bags. 

The non-disclosure of such material information can mislead consumers and put them 

at risk of purchasing expired cement, which may compromise the strength and 

effectiveness of construction projects. The Policy Note suggests aligning Pakistan’s 

standards with international labelling practices to ensure consistency and transparency 

in the domestic market as Pakistani cement exporters comply with marking 

requirements for exported quantities, creating unfair information disparity 

discriminating against domestic consumers. 

Currently, all types of cement in Pakistan must adhere to packaging standards set by 

the PSQCA. Printing manufacturing and expiry dates on cement bags is expected to 

empower consumers to make informed choices and enhance competition among brands. 

Additionally, it would facilitate just-in-time inventory management and improve 

consumer confidence in the quality of cement purchase. 

The CCP emphasizes that the practice of omitting material information amounts to 

deceptive marketing, as it impairs consumers’ ability to make informed decisions. 

Therefore, the Commission advocates for the mandatory printing of expiry dates on 

cement bags to protect consumers’ interests and promote fair competition in the cement 

industry. 

As advisory has been accordingly sent to the All Pakistan Cement Manufacturers 

Association (APCMA) and its members requiring them to prioritize consumer safety 

and satisfaction by ensuring that all packaging clearly displays the 

‘manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best before’ dates of their products. 
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CCP Recommends Printing Expiry Date 

on Cement Bags 
April 16, 2024 

Islamabad, April 16, 2024 – In a bid to enhance consumer protection and promote transparency in 

the cement industry, the Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has advocated for the 

mandatory printing of expiry dates on cement bags. 

The move aims to empower consumers with vital information and mitigate the risk of purchasing 

expired cement, which could compromise the integrity of construction projects. 

The CCP has issued a policy note addressed to the Ministry of Science and Technology and the 

Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA), urging them to amend the Pakistan 

Standard Specification for all five types of cement. The proposed amendment would make it 

obligatory for cement manufacturers to disclose manufacturing, packaging, and expiry or best-

before dates on their cement bags. 

Highlighting the inherent hygroscopic nature of cement, the CCP emphasized that it begins to lose 

its strength significantly after four to six weeks of storage in bags under normal conditions, and 

even sooner in adverse weather or high humidity. The absence of expiry date information on 

cement bags poses a risk to consumers, potentially leading to the purchase of expired products that 

may compromise the quality of construction projects. 

The policy note also underscores the need to align Pakistan’s standards with international labeling 

practices, ensuring parity between domestic and export markets. While Pakistani cement exporters 

comply with marking requirements for exported quantities, the lack of similar requirements in the 

domestic market creates an information disparity that disadvantages local consumers. 

Currently, all types of cement in Pakistan must adhere to packaging standards set by the PSQCA. 

By mandating the printing of manufacturing and expiry dates on cement bags, consumers will be 

empowered to make informed choices, fostering competition among brands and improving 

confidence in the quality of cement purchases. 

The CCP views the omission of material information, such as expiry dates, as a form of deceptive 

marketing that hampers consumers’ ability to make informed decisions. Therefore, advocating for 

https://pkrevenue.com/ccp-recommends-printing-expiry-date-on-cement-bags/


the mandatory printing of expiry dates on cement bags aligns with the Commission’s commitment 

to safeguarding consumer interests and promoting fair competition in the industry. 

In line with this recommendation, the CCP has sent an advisory to the All Pakistan Cement 

Manufacturers Association (APCMA) and its members, urging them to prioritize consumer safety 

and satisfaction. Cement manufacturers are urged to ensure that all packaging prominently displays 

manufacturing, packaging, and expiry or best-before dates, thereby enhancing transparency and 

consumer confidence in the market. 

As Pakistan continues to strive for excellence in its industrial standards and consumer protection 

measures, initiatives such as these play a vital role in fostering trust between businesses and 

consumers, ultimately contributing to the country’s economic growth and development. 
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CCP Issues Policy Note Recommending Mandatory 

Disclosure of Manufacturing and Expiry Dates on Cement 

Packaging 
 

ISLAMABAD: The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has issued a Policy Note under 

Section 29 of the Competition Act, 2010 to the Ministry of Science and Technology and Pakistan 

Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA). The Policy Note recommends them to amend 

the Pakistan Standard Specification for all five types of cement and make it mandatory for the 

cement manufacturers to disclose the ‘manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best before’ dates on 

their cement bags. 

CCP observed that cement is inherently hygroscopic and begins to significantly lose its strength 

after 4 to 6 weeks of storage in bags in normal conditions and considerably sooner under adverse 

weather conditions or high humidity. The CCP has, therefore, noted with great concern that the 

cement manufacturers do not voluntarily print the manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best before 

dates on their cement bags. The non-disclosure of such material information can mislead 

consumers and put them at risk of purchasing expired cement, which may compromise the strength 

and effectiveness of construction projects. The Policy Note suggests aligning Pakistan’s standards 

with international labelling practices to ensure consistency and transparency in the domestic 

market as Pakistani cement exporters comply with marking requirements for exported quantities, 

creating unfair information disparity discriminating against domestic consumers. 

Currently, all types of cement in Pakistan must adhere to packaging standards set by the PSQCA. 

Printing manufacturing and expiry dates on cement bags is expected to empower consumers to 

make informed choices and enhance competition among brands. Additionally, it would facilitate 

just-in-time inventory management and improve consumer confidence in the quality of cement 

purchase. 

The CCP emphasizes that the practice of omitting material information amounts to deceptive 

marketing, as it impairs consumers’ ability to make informed decisions. Therefore, the 

Commission advocates for the mandatory printing of expiry dates on cement bags to protect 

consumers’ interests and promote fair competition in the cement industry. As advisory has been 

accordingly sent to the All Pakistan Cement Manufacturers Association (APCMA) and its 

members requiring them to prioritize consumer safety and satisfaction by ensuring that all 

packaging clearly displays the ‘manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best before’ dates of their 

products. 
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CCP urges cement standards overhaul & 
date disclosure mandate 

 
CCP urges cement standards overhaul & date disclosure mandate 

April 17, 2024 (MLN): The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has 

issued a Policy Note to the Ministry of Science and Technology and Pakistan 

Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA), recommending amendments to 

the Pakistan Standard Specification for all five types of cement.  

Additionally, it mandates all cement manufacturers to disclose the 

‘manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best before’ dates on their cement bags. 

CCP observed that cement is inherently hygroscopic and begins to significantly lose 

its strength after 4 to 6 weeks of storage in bags in normal conditions and 

considerably sooner under adverse weather conditions or high humidity.  

The CCP has, therefore, noted with great concern that the cement manufacturers do 

not voluntarily print the manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best before dates on 

their cement bags. 

The non-disclosure of such material information can mislead consumers and put them 

at risk of purchasing expired cement, which may compromise the strength and 

effectiveness of construction projects. 



The Policy Note suggests aligning Pakistan's standards with international labelling 

practices to ensure consistency and transparency in the domestic market as Pakistani 

cement exporters comply with marking requirements for exported quantities, creating 

unfair information disparity discriminating against domestic consumers.  

Currently, all types of cement in Pakistan must adhere to packaging standards set by 

the PSQCA. 

Printing manufacturing and expiry dates on cement bags is expected to empower 

consumers to make informed choices and enhance competition among brands.  

Moreover, it would facilitate just-in-time inventory management and improve 

consumer confidence in the quality of cement purchase.  

The CCP emphasizes that the practice of omitting material information amounts to 

deceptive marketing, as it impairs consumers' ability to make informed decisions.  

Therefore, the Commission advocates for the mandatory printing of expiry dates on 

cement bags to protect consumers' interests and promote fair competition in the 

cement industry. 

As advisory has been accordingly sent to the All Pakistan Cement Manufacturers 

Association (APCMA) and its members requiring them to prioritize consumer safety 

and satisfaction by ensuring that all packaging clearly displays the 

‘manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best before’ dates of their products.  

 

 

Copyright Mettis Link News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mettisglobal.news/


 
 

17 April 2024 

 

Printing manufacturing and expiry dates on cement bags.  
All types of cement in Pakistan must adhere to packaging standards set by the PSQCA. 
ON: APRIL 17, 2024  

CCP Issues Policy Note Recommending Mandatory Disclosure of Manufacturing and Expiry Dates on 

Cement Packaging 

The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has issued a Policy Note under Section 29 of 

the Competition Act, 2010 to the Ministry of Science and Technology and Pakistan Standards 

and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA). The Policy Note recommends them to amend the 

Pakistan Standard Specification for all five types of cement and make it mandatory for the 

cement manufacturers to disclose the ‘manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best before’ dates 

on their cement bags. 

CCP observed that cement is inherently hygroscopic and begins to significantly lose its 

strength after 4 to 6 weeks of storage in bags in normal conditions and considerably sooner 

under adverse weather conditions or high humidity. The CCP has, therefore, noted with great 

concern that the cement manufacturers do not voluntarily print the manufacturing/packaging 

and expiry/best before dates on their cement bags. 

The non-disclosure of such material information can mislead consumers and put them at risk 

of purchasing expired cement, which may compromise the strength and effectiveness of 

construction projects. The Policy Note suggests aligning Pakistan’s standards with 

international labelling practices to ensure consistency and transparency in the domestic market 

as Pakistani cement exporters comply with marking requirements for exported quantities, 

creating unfair information disparity discriminating against domestic consumers. 

Currently, all types of cement in Pakistan must adhere to packaging standards set by the 

PSQCA. Printing manufacturing and expiry dates on cement bags is expected to empower 

consumers to make informed choices and enhance competition among brands. Additionally, it 

would facilitate just-in-time inventory management and improve consumer confidence in the 

quality of cement purchase. 



The CCP emphasizes that the practice of omitting material information amounts to deceptive 

marketing, as it impairs consumers’ ability to make informed decisions. Therefore, the 

Commission advocates for the mandatory printing of expiry dates on cement bags to protect 

consumers’ interests and promote fair competition in the cement industry. As advisory has 

been accordingly sent to the All Pakistan Cement Manufacturers Association (APCMA) and 

its members requiring them to prioritize consumer safety and satisfaction by ensuring that all 

packaging clearly displays the ‘manufacturing/packaging and expiry/best before’ dates of their 

products. 
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